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Perspectives oil 
/Unerlean Husbands 
and Wives 



IN^RODUCtlON 



This report presents an analysis of the dembgriaphic and 
economic characteristics • of married coupler The study is 
based both on a new set of tables that permit an examination 
Qf the ioint characteristics of husbands apd wives, and on 
mformation that was Already available from existing data 
sets. ^ 

In the past few years. Census Bureau reports on the 
current composition of the American househord and family 
have, tended to emphasize such changes a$ increases in the 
numtier of persons living atone, gains in the number of I 
jnmarried couples, and the growing proportion of mpthers 
rrmntaining one*parent families. As stri4<ing as the growth of 
theie groups has been, only ' a minority, of the total 
lulation is likely to experience anyof these types of^iving 
arrangements for more than a short-term interval. Often that ' 
« interval is a transitional period between rflarriages or a period 
.that preceides or follows, the Jar more universal living 
experience of marriage. 

Past history indicates that almost everyone will be|either*a 
husband or a wife at some point in th^ir life. T>^i\ca\\y, a 
person who ha^ entered a marital union will in ^at 
union for the i^mainder of their life, although a growing pro- 
portion will qot. Similarly, mosi of these married persons 
will eventually have children, or take a job^'or both, although 
some husbands and wives: w^ forego one or both of these 
options. 

Traditionally, most married women, and partfcularly 
those who were mothers, have accepted the demands and 
rewards of work inside the home. Only the husband ^vas 
encouraged to continue his education, or enter ithe labor 
force, and thereby provide most, if not all, of the family's 
income. As long as this situatioh continued, it was perhaps 
not surprising that many persons considered it sufficient to 
describe the social and economic sfatus of the family by 
referring only to the characteristics of the husband— his 
education, hiS' occupation, his income, etc« 

Today's wives, however, are increasingly likely to have 
. completed high school and perhaps some years of*college, to 
participate in the labor force, and to contribute to the family 
incomfe. Thus, the demarcation between many of the roles of 



husbands and wives has become le^ distinct. The s^le 
breadwinner has giyen way in mapy instances to dual 
breadwinners. Similarly, many working vvives and mothers 
are coming to expect more involvement and assistance from 
their husbands in carrying out the childre^^ing ancTlkouse- 
keeping responsibilities of the family. ^ \ > 

In light of* these devel^ptnents, total reliance on thb 
characteristics of the m^n^wheh des^iribing married couples 
is likely to . result 4r)^ misleading conclusions which do not 
alyvays correspond" to reaMty. A recent report to a United 
Nations ^M^efence on the revision of concepts related to 
family household> datd pointed out that it is still 
sufficient to describe single-parent families in terms of the 
age, sex, employment statu^, occupation, etc., of one person. 
This apj3roach, however, is no longer appropriate with 
married couples, for the life patterns and cbriditiops of 
married couples (with or without children) are the product' 
of various conr\^binati4ns of the husband's and wife's social 
and economic c>iaract^ristics.' 



HIGHLIG>1TS V > 

• Most^n^an' and women marry at some time during their 
lives. Cn1977, only about 6 percent of men and 4 percent of 
wbmen'n their early fifties had never married. 

• Most married men and women have been married' only 
once— 85 percent of the men and 88 percent of the 



women. 



/ 



The number of interracial ccAjples has been increasing (a 
one-third increase between 1970 and 1977), but that 
number still comprises only about 1 percent of all married 
couples. 

Husbands and wives tend to have 'Similar levels of 
education. Among men who ha|d completed high school 
but no college, about two-thirds of their wives had the 
same ^mount of education. i 



ERiC 



' "Basic Reflect rons on the l/se of Some Household. Family, and 
Dwelling Concepts for Population and Housing Censuses" an un- 
published paper presented by Danmarks Stttistik at a United Nations 
conference held in Geneva, September 1977.. .\ 

1 
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. . _ • • • . . . \ 

• Young children living with two parents are likely to have • Among a minority of married couples (about 1 in every 6) 
the company of at least ono'brother or sister, ' both spouses work at year round full-time jobs, 

- * i . 

• Both the husband^ancJ the wife are likely to vote mo • The median family incoine m 1976 for families with two 
Presid6nl|al election; among two-thirds of all married . ^ earners (the husband and wife) was $1 7,B70. 

couple^, both the husband and wife voted in 1976. ' ' ^ / J ^.^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

Most*rna^ricd men (81 percerit) rfhd nerarj^y half of the- than the husband's earnings among 1 married couple in 3 

married women (47 percent) were in the >abor' force jn ^ in which the wife had earnings. ^ 

1977 ' ' 
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and Wives 
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Age at Marri^ 

Marriage is sorf ething virtually 9II American^ ^xl^ri^^W 
at tome time in their lives. Some may postpone nj^rr'*?^. 
while others enjoy It, endure it. or terminate it; bijt wV 
people can, or wish tp, escape it completely. One palf o*'^^^ 
men currently make their iniWal entry into marriage bV 
age of 24,0 years. One-half of the women marry ipf the ^^^H 
time by the fge of 21.6 yws (table 1 ). 

The age at which peoole marry is determir^d ^ rti^'^V 
forces, including bcftnomics, warfare, and the pooL 
available potential mates. In the years since the mid-19^^^. 
these factors have inte/i^cted in such a v^y so a$ to 
about nearly a V/Vyear increase In the median age at v*'^'^^ 
men and wdmen f i W nnafrry. ' As 6ne consequence, 
median age at first marri^9^today is about the sarp^ as it ^\ 
In 1940. Throughout trfis century, the median ^ ai yf^X 
marriage has fluctuated between about 22- and ^KVeaj/^^*' 
men, and between about 20 and 22 years for woA^' 
these fluctuatiQ^is have bee^ much lew dramati^h^n 
recent charlges fn the-proportion ol persons who have l^'^ 
delaying mar riagif. | " ' 

Very few people marry In their teehs. The relative r^"^'^ 
of teenage marriage accounts for the fa^that in 1977. 
percent of the men 14 lo 19 years of age and 91 percefi* 
their female counterparts had ncver-been marriecj. The P*^ 
of matrimony after/ young adults reach their twen^'^^^ 
however, is sufficient to bring alxM^a rapid decline in 
proportion of persons who have never married (figure 
Among those 25 to 34 years old in 1977. only 20 percent 
-the men and 17 percent of the vwomen were still sin9'^» 
among those 45 to 54. the corresponding figured wer^ ^ 
percent and 4 percent In future^ y6ars, the propbrtior^ 
men and women who never marry at any time during t^^^^ 
lives may be expected to rise a few. percentage points al^^^ 
thele low levels, accordiPd'to present estimates. 

Ditferei;ip«s in the Aqcs of ^ * 

Husband* and Wives ^ 

ik terms of age distribution, v^y^ ^nd to b6 younger t*^^^ 
hOsbAnds. This situation 's Predictable, givifen the fact 
through' the years most f"en have tended to select a rf 
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who it somewhat younoor than themuilvoi, or convortely. 
most womcvn h«vo tended to select o mate lomewhaf older. 
About 30 percent of all husbands were under afle 35 in 1977, 
r^i compared with 37 percent of all wives. Overall, half of all 
husban(h were ayo 45.1, whereas the median aqe for wives 
was 41.9 (tuble 2). / 

Althoijgh some men in n>idlifc and later years may take a 
jnuch youn(|or bride, this is not a vr^Yy^ common occurrence, 
for ir^^rcalily dfTly a small proportion of such unions include 

♦ > couples with a wide difference in age. For instance, among 
marriftd men age? 45 and over, only about 1 in OOCj^ad a wife 
under age 25. By ^omperison; 9 out of 10 husbMlllij^nder 

, age 25 had a wife who was also under 25 (table 3). 

TABLE 1. 

Median Age at First Marriage, by Sex: 1890 fo 1977 



A majof ity of huibandi and ^^»tr wtvin tend to have rh© 
same (or about the same) ago, ^'ce, religion, loci*' class, etc. 
In 1977, among 59 percent of couples, the husband was 
either the same age. or no moro 'h«ri 4 yrfSrs old«r than the 
wife. Another 20 Percent of all hii|t>ands wert> 5 to 9 years 
older than their spouse. In, only ^ about 7 percent of alt 
couples wai the husband lO or more years older (table 4-). 

In about 14 percent of all couples, the husband was the 
younger of the pair. Thi$ situation was most common among 
wives who were age 66 or older. «hout 25 percent of wives of 
this age werf older than tho'f husljands, Slrjc© women 
ganerally live longer than r^f^. one vvoul<* expect that 
widows who remarry Would tend to choose a man younger 
than themselves. 



Year 



1977 

1976. 

1975. 

1974. 

1973. 

1972. 

1971. 

1970. 

1969. 

1968. . 

1967\ . 

1966.. 




1965. . . 
1964.. . 
1963 ". . 
1962. . . 

1961 

1960... 
1959.'. . . 



24.0 
23. H 
23.5 
, 23 . 1 
23.2. 
23.3 
?3,1 
23.2 
23.2 
• 23.1 
23 . 1 
* 22.8 

'22.8 
'2^.1 
2^.8 
22. 7 V 
22.8 
■22.8 
22.5 



Female 



21.6 
21.3 
21/1 
?1.1 
21.0 
20.9 
^0.9 
20.8 
20.8 
,20.8 
'20.6 
20.5 



20,6 
20.5 
'-20.5 
20.3 
2^.3 
20.3 
20.2 



Year 



1958. 
1957. 
1956. 
1955. 
1954. 
1953. 
1952. 
1954. 
1950. 
19^9. 
1948. 

^•1947. 
1940. 
1930. 
1920. 
1910. , 
1900. . 
1^90. . 



Male^ 



22.6 
22.6 
22.5 
22.6 
23.0 
22.8 
23.0 
22.9 
22.8 
22.7 
23.3 

23.7 
24.3 
24.3 
24.6 
25.1 
25.9 
26.1 



renaie 



20.2 
20.3 
20.1 
20.2 
20,3 
20.2 
20.2 
20.4 

20.3 
20.3 

20.4 



»FiRU>efl for 1947 to 1^77 are barfed Current PorJulation Survey data supplemented by data from the 
Department of Defense on marital 'statuk by age fo^ men in the Armed Forces. Figures for earlier date« 
are trqtn decei)nial censuses. * * ^ f 



TABLE 2. :: ' - . 

Percent Distribution of Husbands and Wives, by Age: March 1977 
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TABLE 3. 

Aga of Wif*. by Age of Huii^and: March 1977 



(For M^WliUl of «yMbitl«, «■« t«xt) 



NuBbamlB ttnd wlvva, tiy ag« of huabaml 



- NuBbstida , all 

14 to 2U yvara 

2) to 34 y«arB 

3^ to 44 yvara 

45 to 54 yAara 

55 to 64 yvara 

65 yvara and ov«r ^ 

Wlvmm, All (thouaanda) 

^rc«nt 

As« of husband: 

/ 

14 to 24 .yvara , 

25 to 34 y«Ara 

35 t6 44^ ysara. ^ 

45 to 54 yvara 

55 to 64 yaara 

65 yaara and^ovvr ^. 

f 
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34.6 
J. 6 

9,214 
100.0 



0.3 
4.3 
63.3 
29.5 
2.6 



55 ti> 64 
yaars. 



14. H 



0 
5 



7,0- 
100 



0.3 
7.2 
62.6 
2^.8 



^5 yrm 

■ nd (iv«r 



10.0 



0.2 
, 5.1 
b4.6 

4,797 

ibo.o 



0.5 
8.3 
91.2 



TABLE.4. 

Df^erehce Between Ages of Husband and Wife, by Age: March 1977 



1 


All couples 


Hlft^nd older 






Age 


Number 




















(thou- 




10 years 


5 to 9 


3 or 4 


/"^ 




Saae 






sende) 


Percent 


or more 


yeara 


yeara 


2 yeara 


1 year 


age 


young dr 


J 

PI3ICENT DISTRIBUTION 




















Age of Husband : 




















All mg9m ..... ..^ , . , 


48,002 


100.0 


7.2 


19.6 


20.2 


13.2 


13C2 


12.1 


14.4 


Under 35 year*. . .^yTV^ . . 


14,594 


100.0 


1 .r 


11.4^ 


20.6 


16.3 


18.4 


16.8 


15.5 




9,324 


100.0 


5.6 


20.6 


22.2 


14:2 


12.9 


11.3 


13.2 




9,459 


100.0 


8.2 


21.7 


19.5 


11.8 


11.5 


11.4 


15.8 


55 to 59 yeere 


4.226 


100.0 


9.0 


25.0 


20.1 


11.9 


It.l 


9.1 


13.8 




1,523 


100.0 


10.5 


21.3 


23.4 


10.8 


9.1 


9.3 


15.6 




2,097 


100.0 


1K9 


24.8 


17.9 


12.4 


9.2 


8.7 


15.1 




2,845 


100.0 


13.2 


27.1 


19.3 


9.0 


8.5 


9.0 


13.8 




3.933 


100.0 


21.5 


28.3 


16.9 


8.7 


«.Q 


7.0 


9.7 


Age of w^fe: 
















• 






48,002 


100.0 


7.2 


19.6 


20.2 


J. 


13.2 


12.1 


14.4 




17,587 


100.0 


5.8 


16.5 


21. -5 


15.3 


16.4 


13.9 


' 10.6 






100.0 


8.3 


21.6 


21.1 




12.1 


11.3 








13.0 


12.6 




9,214 


100.0 


8.0 


22.1 


19.3 


12.3 


11.6 


11.7 


15.0 




4,04A 


100.0 


8.9 


21.4 


20.0 


11.0 


11.3 


9.5 


17.9 




1,289 


100.0 


8.7 


23.0 


18 5 


• 13.7 


9.8 


11.1 


15.3 




1,760 


100.0 


8.5 


22.2 


19.'0 


10.5 


9.5 


10.4 


20.6 




2,366 


100. 0 


7.7 


19.7 


17.5 


10.0 


10.8 


10.8 


23.6 




2,431 


100.0 


5,3 


18.8 


16.5 


ia.8 




11.4 


26.3 
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Remarriag^ and 
Intermanriage 



Marital Hiitory 



A large maiof Ity of husbands and wives 4o not have a history 
of previous marriage. Iry 1975 (the^most recent year for 
which data on marital- history are available), about 85 
percent of all married men and 88 percent of the women had 
been married to only their current partner. In Soufof 10 
marriec^ couples (79 percent), both the husband and wife had 
been married only once (^ble 

In about 6 percent .of iitl married couples, the husband 
had been married only or>ce, but the wife had been widowed 
(1 percent) or^divorced (5 percent). For another 9 percent of 
married couplet, the situajtion was reversed; the' wife had 
been married .only once, jMJt the husband had been either 
widowed (2 percent) or divorced (7 percent). In the 
remainiog 7 percent' of married couples, both the husband 
ar>d wife tWi been married mo^e than once, and most of 
thioie in thifviBategory {6 percent) had terminated a previous 
marriage by divorce. 

As one would expect, the proportton of married couples 
in \Nh\&i the two spouses had Sten married only once 
deaeases with age. Among couples in v^ich the husband was 
under 25, 92 percent of the two spouses had married only 
once, whereas am png couples in which the husband was 75 
or over. 68 percent had been married no more than once. 

Almost none (0.2 percent) of the couples with the 
husband under age 25 included a wife who had been 
widowed* At this age range, divorce is a considerably greater 
risk than widowhood, as evidenced by the fact that in about 
7 percent of these unions either the husband or the wife had 
9^T99dy been divor|p(l. * 

Among 19 percent of the couples /ncluding a husband 75 
years or older, at least one of the spouses had been widowed. 
In about 14 ipercent of these unions, one or both of the 
spouses had been divorced; this figure would have been 
higher if thiese older married persons had become divorced in 



their younger years to the extent that some of their more 
youthful counterparts have. For instance, in 20 percent of 
the rrvarriages irwolving a husband age 35 to 44'in 1975, at 
least one of the partners had already experienced a divorce. 
Obviously the proportion of this guxip affected by divorce 
Wiir not decrease but rather can be expected tto increase 
further over the next several years as the members grow 
older. 

Interracial and Interethnic Marriage 

The number of interracial marriages in the United States 
" continues to increase. Between the 1960 and 1970 censuses, 
the number of married couples consisting of husbands and 
^'wives of different races increased by 106 percent (from 
148*000 to 310,000). The correspqnding increase betyveen 
1970 and 1977 was 36 percent (from 310,000 to 421,000). 
Of the 421,000 interraci4r couples in 1977, '125,000 were 
Black*/VVhite couples; this category of couples increased by 
60,000, or 92' percent over the 1970 figure (65,000). 
Three* fourths of the Black/White couples in 1977 had a 
Black husband and a White wife (figure 2 and table 6). 

Despite the continuing increase in interracial marriage, it 
is still a rare occurrence. The 421,000 interracial couples in 
1977 accounted for barely 1 percent of all 48 mUlion 
married co^iples. 

The marria(^ of persons of Spanish origin to persons of 
other ethnic origins is a considerably more frequent occur* 
rence than interracial marriage. In 1977, there were 762,000 
couples in which one spouse was of Spanish origin and one 
was not In about one-hatf of these couples, the\^fe'was of 
Spanish origin (table 7). Although the 762.000 persoris of 
Spanish origiri livirtg with a spouse who was not of Spanish 
origin involved less than 2 percent of all married couples, 
they accounted for 31 percent of the Z4 million couples in 
whicf\ the husband and/or wife vvere of Spanish origin. 
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FIGURE 2' . 

Ihtorraclal (Brack/White) Couples 
197rainl 1970 . 




Black husband, white wife 
White husband, black wife 



1^ 




125,000 couples 



1970 




65,000 couples 
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TABLE^ ft , * 

Marital' History of Husband and Wife, by Age, Race, and Spanish Origin: June 1975 



(F6r voanlnc of symbol* » ae« text) 



. All couples 




HuabAnd BArried 

once, wife * 
previously — 


Wife nmrrled 
oiace» huabAnd 
previously — 


Both remarriedT / 


NuHber 


Percent 


Both 
■arried 
onca 

sL' 




Both 
previously 
di.voz'ced 


Vot btf tb 
oMvlously 
jB divbroe^l 


Wldowe<j 


Dlvorcodd 


Widowed 


Divorced 


Total 


45,907 


100.0 


78.7 


. 1.3 


4.6 


2.0 


6.8 


T 

6.6 


5.5 


? 

1.1 


3,030 


100.0 


92.4 


0.2 


4.1 


- 


1.3 


2.C 


2.0 


- 


10,504 


1,00.0 


83.6 


0.4 


5.3 


0,1 


4:3 


6.1 


6.0 


0.1 


8,969 


100. 0 


■ 78.0 


1.3 


5.2 


0.4 


8.3 


6.G 


6.3 


0.5 


9,342 


100. 0 


77 .3 


1.4 


5.1 


1.4 


8.4 


6.4 


5.6 


0.8 


7,675 


100.0 


75 . 7 


2.1 


3.9 


3.0 


8.3 


7.C 


5.4 


1.6 


4,471 


100.0 


72.1 


2.1 


3.2 


6.6 


7.8 


8.2 


4.9 


3.3 


1»915 


100.0 


67 .5 


2.2 


2.8 


11.0 


5.7 


10.9 


5.1 


5.8 


45 , 907 


100.0 


78.7 


1.3 


4. 6 


2.0 


6.8 


6.6 


5.5 


1.1 


5,154 


100.0 


88.0 


0. 1 


2.4 




1 . 9 


3 7.6 


7.3 


0.3 


11 ,166 


100.0 


80.4 


0.4 


S 7 


0.3 


A 1 


" 7.6 


7.0 


0.5 


9,041 


100.0 


78.6 


1.0 


si 


0.8 


8.5 


\.i 


5. 1 


0.6 


9,283 


100.0 


77.5 


1.9 


5 . 0 


1 . 8 


8 . 1 


5.8 


4.6 


1.2 


6,797 


100.0 


75.0 


2.3 


4.3 


3. 9 


7 . 8 


6.7 


4. '6 


2.1 


3,5i0 


100.0 


72.6 


2.7 


4.2 


7.7 


6.5 


6.3 


3.3 


3.0 


955 


ido.o 


W.O 


4.0 


2.5 


10.5 


5.3 


5.7 


2.7 


3.0 


41,978 


100.0 


79.4 


1.3 


4.5 


1.9 


6.8 


* ■ 

6.2 


5.1 


1.1 


2,779 


100.0 


92.0 


0 . 2 


4.3 




1.4 


2.2 


2.2 


, " 


9,584 


^ 100.0 


83.8 


0.5 


5.3 


0.1 


4.4 


5.9 


5.8 


0.1 


8 ,072 


100.0 


78.4 


1.1 


5.0 


0.4 


8.6 


614 


6.0 


0.5 


8, 589 


100. 0 


78.4 


1.4 


4.9 


1.3 


8.3 


5.7 


5.0 


0.7 


7 , 095 


100.0 


76.4 


2.1 


3.7 


2.9 


8.3 


6.7 


5.1 


1 .6 


4,108 


100.0 


73 2 


2.1 


3.0 


6.5 


7.4 


7*8 


4.3 


3.5 


1,751 


100.0 


■ 70 3 


2.0 


2.7 


10.5 


4.3 


10.1 


4.7 


5.4 


41,978 


100.0 


79.4 


1.3 


4.5 


1.9 


6.8 


6.2 


■ . \\ 


1.1 


4,701 


100.0 


87 .7 


0.1 


2.4 




2.0 


7.7 




0.2 


10,116 


100.0 


80.7 


0.4 


5.3 


0.3 


6.4 


7.0 


6.5 


0.5 


8,170 


100.0 


79.3 


1.0 


5.2 


0.8 


8.6 


5.2 


4.6 




8»517 


100.0 


78.5 


1,7 




1.7 


8.0 


5.5 


^ ° 4 3. 


l.L 


6,317 


^ 100.0 


76,0 


2.3 


-•i 4 1 


3.8 


7.4 


6.4 


4.3 


2.1 


3»267 


100.4 


73.6 


2.6 


4.1 


7^3 


6.3 


6.1 


3.2 


2.9 


891 


100.0 


74.2 


3.8 


2.5 


10.1 


4.2 


5.2 


2.3 


2.8 


3,343 


100.0 


69.6 


1.7 


6.5 


3.1 


7.7 


11.5 


9.9 


1.5 


216 


100.0 


96. 5 


0.6 


2.3 


- 


0.6 


- 


- 




766 


100.0 


62. 8 


- 


6.2 


- 


3.2 


7*8 


7.6 


0.2- 


744 


100.0 


"71 .4 


2.2 


. 7.5 


0.7 


6.3 


11.9 


, 11.2 


.vO.7 


650 


. 100.0 


61 . 8 


1.7 


6.3 


2.8 


9.3 


' 16.1 


14.2 


1.9 


-^^^98 


100.0 


64. 7 


2.1 


7.1 


5.0 


9.1 


12. i 


9.2 


2.8 


318 


100.0 


56.^ 


2.7 


4.5 


9.0 


. 13.9 


13.4 


12.0 


1.4 


150 


^ 100.0 


33.9.* 


4.6 


3.8 


16u7 


22.6 


18.4 


9.4 


^ 8.9 


3,343 


100.0 


> 69.6 


1 . 7 


6.5 


3.1' 


7.7 


11.5 


9.9 


1.5 


392 


100.0 


9r.3 


0. 3 


1.8 




1.1 


5.5 


4.6 


0.9 


857 


' 100.0 


74.9 


0.6 


5.3 


0. 5 


J.J 


15. 1 


14.3 


0.8 


744 


100.0 


69.0 


0. 8 




1 . 7 


8. 6 


12.1 


10.9 


1.2 


657 


100.0 


65.0 


2. 8 


9.5 


3.0 


9. 9 


9.9 


8.4 


1.5 


418 


100.0 


58.3 




7 . 8 


J 5.2 


14. 0 


12.4 


•9.6 


2.7 


218 


100.0 


55.5 


4.7 


4.9 


15.4 


.10.1 


9.3 


4.3 


5.1 


57 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(b) 


(B) 


(B) 


Cb) 


(b> 


r,875 


100.0 


i 

79.4 


0.9 


^ 

5.5 


1.1 


5. 5 


7.6 


- 

6.3 


1.3 


179 


100.0 


96. 5 




2.7 


. - 


- 


0.8 


0.8 


- 


548 


100.0 


82.5 




7.1 


- 


4.1 


5.5 


5.2 


0.3 


474 


100.0 


78.3 




. 5.3 


0.3 


7.5 


8.0 


7.1 


0.9 


332 


100.0 


78.4 


0.8 


\ 6.6 


1.5 


7.3 


5.4 


4.8 


0.5 


216 


100.0 


68. 8 


0.7 


\ 5.1 


2.3 


7.9 


15.2 


12.4 


2.8 


94 


100.0 


68.4 


■ 5.1 


\ 1.8 


6.2 


5.3 


13.1 


6.5 


6.7 


32 




(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


CB) 


I»875 


100.0 


. 79.4 


0.9 


5.5 


1.1 


5.5 


7.6 


6.3 


1.3 


298 


100.0 


93.3 








2.2 


4.5 


4.5 




' 573 


100.0 


80.0 


0.5 


6.2 


0.3 


5.1 


7.9 


'6.5 


1.3 


437 


100.0 


78.1 


1.4 


7.6 


' 0.4 


7.2 


0 5.4 


^ 4.6 


.0.7 


320 


100.0 


75.4 




5.3 


1.5 


7.0 


10.8 


9.4 


1.4 


156 


100.0 


73.0 


0.6 


6.2 


4.0 


7.0 


9.1 


6.9 


2.2 


81 


100.0 


60.9 


7.9 


9.6 


7.9 


3.9 


9.8 


4.2 


5.6 


t 9 


(B) 

4^ ^ L 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 


(B) 



Subjaet 



AIX RACES 

Husband* » sll sges. 
14 to, 24 years. 

25 tq 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 years 

55 to 64 years 

65 to 74 years 

75 yesrs and over 



wlvea, all ayes. 

14 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 years 

55 to 64 yesrs. » 

65 to 74 y/Bsra 

75 years and over..... 



WHITE 

Husbanda, all ages. 

14 to 24 years ' 

25 to 34 years. 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 years < 

55 to 64 years 

65 to 74 years 

75 years and over 



Wives, all ages. 

^ to 24 years 

25 to 34 years. . ; 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 years. 

55 to 64 years.* 

65 to 74 years 

75 years and over 



BLACKS 



Husbands 
14 to 24 years 
25 34 years. . . 
35 to 44 years . 

45 to 54 yeara 

55 to 64 yeara. . . 
65 to 74 years. . . 
75 yeara and over 



all Ageal 



Wives f all agea. 

14 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 ycTars.. 

55 to 64 years. . . ^ . 

65 to 74 years 

75 yeara and over 



SMNI8H ORIGIN* 

liuabanda, all ages. 

14 to 24 years 

25 to 34 years 

35 to 44 yeara 

45 to 54 yeara 

55 to 64 yeara 

65 to 74 years 

75 yeara and over 



Wives, all agea. 

14 to 24 years 

25 to 34 yeara. 

35 to 44 yeara. 

45 to 54 yeara 

55 to 64 yeara. : 

65 to 74 years......... 

75 yeara and over 



'Peraona of Spaniah origin may be of any race. 
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TAB1E6.. . 
interracial Married Couples: 1977 and 1970 



: /.V , 

(Numbers in thousands) 



Race 



V Total married couples. 



Total -interracial married couples • 

All Black-White' married couples 

" Husband Blacky wife White , * 

Wife Blacky husband White. 



Other interracial married couples..... 

husband Black ; . ^. . . . 

. Wife Black 

Husband White •/•••! 

Wife White. 



/ 



1977 


1970 

— — ' ^ 


Chaiige, 1970 
to 1977 


48,002 


44.597 


3,405 


421 


310 


> * 111 


125 


65 


^ 6d 


95 


41 


54 


30 


24 


f . . V * 6 


296 


?45 


SI 


. 20 


• ' • .8 


12 


2 


4 


-2 


177 


: <? 139 


38 


97 


94 


3 



TABLE 7. • J . 

Race and Spanish Origin ot Wife, by Race and Spanish Origin of Husband: March 1977 



Race and Spanish origin ■ 


All 
married 
coupled 


Race of wife 


Origin c 


»f wife 


of husband 

/ 


White 


Black 


Other 


Spanish 


Other 


All marrj.ed couples.. 


' 48.002 


43,793 


3.383 


826 


2,080 


45,922 


Race of husband: 

... / . . ■ 


43.809 
3.466 
727 


43,601 
95 
97 


30 

■ . 3,351 
2 


177 
20 
• 629 


2,029 
25 
26 


41', 780 
3,441 
701 


Origin/ of husband: ^ 
/Spanish* a • ■ ■ * ' * *'* ■ * * * * * * ' 


2,030 
45.972 


1,982 
41,811 


22 

' 3,362 


27 
799 


* 

1,675 
406 


356 
45,566 



\ 



15 
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Edacatioiial 
Attainnteiit of 
Husbands and Wives 



Just as there is a" tendency for persons select marriage 
partners of the same race arrd age, husbands and wive| 
usually have completed a simitar number of years of school. 
Approximately two-thirds (65 percent) of the 16.5 million 
married men who had finished high school but had not 
attended college had a wife .with the same education. 
' Similarly, one-half (SO perceht)'of the 21,7 million married 
women who were high school- graduate^ without college 
training also had husbands wf|P had completed 12 years of 
schbol and no more (tables $A, BB, and figure 3). Overall, 
the j3ropdrtion who com pleti^d high school but did not 
attend college was 34 percent for husbands and 45 percent 
for wives. " ^ 

About 8.7. m.itiion husbands f18 percent) and 6.4 million 
wives (13 percent) had never attended' high school. Like high 
school graduates who tend>;.to marry other high school 
graduates,' these persons geheraMy marry another person who 
h^s completed no otore Jhan 8 years of school. One-half (49 
percent) of the married men apd two-thirds* (67 perbent) of 
the married worhen who had rlQt attended high school had a 
spouse in the same educationat. category. 

College graduates likewise demonstrate an affinity for 
persons who have finished a comparable number of years of 
school. About 18 percent of all husbands and 12 percent of ^ 
all^ wives had completed 4 oi^more.years of college, but 44 
percent of the husbands who i/vere college graduates and 69 
percent of their female cQuhterparts were married to 
someone who had also completed at least 4 years of college. . 
Women with graduate school, training vi^re far more likely 
than their male counterparts tp be married to a person with a 
similar amount of education (§6 percent versus 23 percent). 

The nunriber of college graduates of . marriageable age 
(especially those^ with graduate school training) is con* 
siderabfy larger for men than^^for women. This is one reason 
why wonien with higher education ar^ more likely than men 
with higher education to ms^^y a person vyho has completed 
a comparable number of years of schbol; A comparison of 
tables 9A, 98, 10A, and :i08 demonstrates^ the extent to 
which the pool of 'college graduates at the younger ages 
(under 45 years of age) ha^ become far larger than at the* 
older ages (45 and over). , f r 

Husbands ^d^vyives b^|i 'who have similar amounts of 
education l{^nd . to differ^ '|rom .those who have different 



FIGURES. 

Educational Level of Husbands^ 
Wives and Couples: March 1977 

College H\Qh schooj 

1 5 years or more , 4 years 

4 years H 1 to 3 years 

1 1 to 3 years E lemen tary school 

Percent [^Ho to 8 years 




100 



90 H 

8Q 

70- 

60- 

50 

40H 



8% 



I 4% I I 4% I 




Husbartds 



Wives Spouses 
of samiB 
educational levef 



amounts of education with respect to such characteristics as 
family size,^ place of residence, and voting, behavior. The 
followihg discussion deals with some of these differences. 



Education, Family Size, and 
presence of Cliildren- 

The averai^ size of married-couple families was 3,42 persons 
(table 11). Married; couples with exactly 4 years of high 
school had the largest families, on the average (3.49. persons). 
The relationship betyveen the educational level of the 
spouses, on one hsjnd, and family size and presence of 
children, on the other, undoubtedly affected by th^ heavy 
concentration of older^ couples among those with relatively 
little education.. Thiiis^ although, married couples with less 
than ^4 years of high; school as well as those wjth 4 years or 
nvore of college haci almost identical average family sizes 
(3.36 and 3.37 persons, respectively), those with little 
education far more often consisted of the husband and wife 
only "(two persons), because a larger proportion of them had 
reached the ag^ when their children had. already left fi6me, 
; For different reasons^, including the higher birth rate arnong 
the less educated^ the proportion of families with seven 
persons or more was also higher among couples who were not. 
high school graduateSs (6 percent) than among those with 
more education. : 

One-half of the mbrried-coupie families 152 percent) had 
at<east one child under 18 years of age preieht in the honie. 
Among couples with* less than 4 years of high school, the 
proportion without a child under 18 years was higher (61 
percent) . thiin the proportion with a child (39 percent). 
Again, this finding is at least partialjy attributable to the fact 
that couples in thia educational category are more likely to 
have seen their children reach maturity and leave home to 
establish a household of their own. For similar reasons, the 
highest proportion of. married-couple families in which all 
childrferi were under 6 years of age was fcwnd among those 
couples who were college graduates (21 'percent), and the 
lowest proportion was found among those who were not high 
school graduates (7 percent). 

The average number of children under 18 years of age per 
family was 1.06, but the average excluding families without 
' children was 2.02 children. Thus, young children irf married- ^ 
couple fartiilies were likely to hav* the company of at least 
one brother or sister, ' \ 

Education, Residence, and Mobility ; 

The more years of school completed by bpth spouses, the 
more likely the couple is to be living in a metropolitan area, 
two-thirds .(iS6 percent) of all married couples I Tved in 
^ nrietrot>olitarf areas. Among those with less than 4 years of 
high school, the 'proportion, in metropolitan area^ was ^58 
percent, whereas 80 percent of couples with 4 yearsl of 
college or mor« were metropolitan residents (table 12). ^ * 

The most geographically mobile couples also tend to be 
those with the most education. These couples (many of 
whom were relatively young) not only were more likely to \ 
nriove, but their nrioves were also more likely to involve 
moving outside their previous State of residenrce. For the 
'^Miir^cos of this discussion, movers are considered to be all 
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* those persons living in a place in March 1977 which was 
dif*?ferent from *their place of residence in March 1975. 
Among pouples with less than 4 years of high school, about 
20 percent were movers, but only 3 percent moved to a 
location outside their previous State of residence. *^ ^, 

Education and Voting Behavior 

The number of years of school completed by husbands and 
wives influences not only such general characteristics as the 
couple's family size and place of residence but also more 
specific activities such as whether or not they vote in 
national elections. 

Among 61 percent of all married couples, both the 
husband and wife voted in the November 1976 Presidential 
election. In 8 percent of the couples only the husband voted, 
and in another 6 percent only the wife voted. Among 25 
percent of the married CQuple3, neither ^spouse voted (table 

If the focus is restricted to those married couples with 
little education (that is,*neither the husband nor the wife hat;;! 
completed at least 4 years of high .school), the findings show 
that both spouses were voters only 43 percent of the time. 
When only one spouse voted, it was more likely to be the 
husband (11 percent) than the wife (6 percent). In 39 
percent of these farhilieS, neither spouse voted. 

Both the husbanci and wife voted 84 percent of the 
families in which both were college graduates (i.e., both had 
finished at least 4 years of college). If only one spouse voted, 
it was just as likely to be the wife as the'husband (4 percent 
each). Neither the husband nor the wife voted iV about 8 
percent of these couples, a relatively small proportioh when 
compared with the corresponding figures among those 
couples who had completed fewer years of school, ■ 

Education, Labor Force 
Participation, and jncome 

The employment and income characteristics of married- 
couple families are treated in more detail in other sections of 
the import. It is, howe\fer, useful to examine at this point 
how these variabj^s r^elate to'*the joint educational level of the 
husband and wife, 

' It was much less common for both the husband and the 
wife to be-in the labor force among couples who completed 
less than 4 years of high school (27 percent), than among 
College graduate couples (62 percent). Conversely, neither 
spouse was in the Jabor force in 30 percent of the couples 
with lejs than 4 years of high school, but th^ was true for 
only 6 percent of the college graduate couples, |t shoujd be 
remembered that many, of the couples with the least formal 
schooling are also likely to be older couples who are retired, 
and consequently no lorfger in the work force. 

The fact that husbands and wives were often both workers 
in- college graduate couples doubtless contributes to the fact 
that^these couples also had higher family incomes than- 
couples who had completed fewer years of school/ For 
exarViple, the median family income of college graduate 
couples ($26,645) was more than twice the corresponding 
income ($10,434) among couples who had completed less 
than 4 years of high school' (table 14). ' 
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TABI1.E.8A. ' 

Education of Husband, by Iducation of Wife: IVIarch 1977 . 



Education , of husband 

• - 


Total 






Education 


of wife 






Elemen- 
tary 


High school 


College 


Number 
(thou- 
sands) 


Percent 


0 to 8 
years 


1 to 3 
years 


4 

years 


• 

1 to 3 
years 


A 

years 


5 years 
OF inos^e 








* 






fc^ 








48,002 


100.0 


13.4 


16.0 


45. 1 


13.8 


Q.2 


o c 

J .5 


Elementary: 




















8,725 


ipo .0 


49.3 


22.9 


23.5 


3.2 


0.8 


0.3 


High school: 




















7,063 


100.0 


: 13.6 


37.3 


42.0 


5.3 


1.4^ 


0.3 




, 16,468 


100.0 


5.4 


14.5 


65.2 


^ 10.5 


3.2 


1.0 


College : 




















6,938 


100.0 


3.0 


7.0 


49.8 , 


28.9 


8.6 


2.7 




4,787 


100.0 


0.9 


2.4 


33.5 


27.4 


28.9 


6.8 


■ ■ \ ' 


4,022 


100.0 


■ 0.8 


1.5 

' r ' 


' 20.8 

^ j 


22.8 


31.0 


23.1 



r 

' TABLE 8B.' ' ' ^ 

Education of Wife, by Education of Husband: IVIarch 1977 



Education of wife 

u 


Total 




Education 


of husband 






Elemen- * 
tary 


/. 

High 


school 


College 


Number 
(thou- 
sands) 


Percent 


0 to 8 
years 


1 to 3 
y^ars 


4 

, years 


1 to 3 
years 


-4 

years 

■4. 


5 years 
or more 




48,002 


T 

100.0 


18.2 


14.7 


34.3 


14.5 


10.0 


8.4 


Elementary: 




















6,438 


100.0 


66.8 


15.0 


13.9 


3.2 


0.7 


0^5 


High school: 




















7,690. 


100.0 


26.0 


34*3 


31.1 


\V 6.4 


1.5 


0.8 




2t,653 


100 .Q 


9.5 


13.7 


49.6 


J 15.9 


7.4 


3.9 


College: ' ^ " 




















6,616 


100.0 


4;2 


5.7 


' 26?2 


30.3 


19.9 


13.8 




3,933 


100 .0 


1.9 


2.5 


13.6 


15.^ 


35.2 


31.7 




1,671 


100 ;o 


1.8 


1.4 


10.3 


11.4^ 


19.4 


55.7^ 



TABLE 9A. 

Educnion of Husband Under Age 45, by Education of Wife: March 1977 



Education' of husband 


Total 


Education of tif©, - 


El emeu «■ 
tary 


High school' 


College ^ " 


. Number 
(thou- 
sands) 


Percent 


0 to 8 
years 


1 to '3 
years 


4' 

• years. 


1 to 3 
years 


_ 4 
years 


5 years 
or more 


Husband, under age 45. 
Elementary : 

High School: 
College ; 


23,918 

r,7i8 

3,166 
9,286 

4,307 
2,952 
2,490 


100. 0 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0, 
100.0 

100.6 1 


5.7 

, 38.1 

10.2 
3.0 

1.7 
0.2 
0.8 


I 14.5 

. .28.6 

39.7 
15.2 

6.0 
1.4 
0.7 


48.2 

29.3 

43*4 
67.3 . 

49.1 
29.5 
16.3 


16.8 

2.8 

5.1 
. 10.7 

31 ♦ 8 
29.4 
22.9 


10.5 

0.7 

1.5 
3.0 

8.7 

32.3^ 
33.7 


4,4 

0.3 

' 0.3 
0.8, 

2.7 
7.1 
• 25.6 


TABLE 9B. ^ ^ ' ; ^ 
Education of Wife, by Education of Husband Under Age 45: March 1977 


* 

Education of wife 


r 

Total 


Education of husband 


Elemen- 
tary 


High school 


College 


Number 
(thou- 
sands ) 


Percent 


0 to 8 
years 


1 to 3 
years 


4 

years 


1 to 3 
years 


4 

years 


. 5 years 
or more 


- . f 

All wlves^ husband under 
Elementary : ^ 
High School: ^ 

College: 


• 23,918^ 

1,360 

3,479 
11,518 

4,009 
2,505 
V 1,046 


100.0 

100.0- 

100.0 
100 ,0 

100 ,0 
100., 0 
100.0 


. 7.2 

48a 

14.1 
4.4 

1.2 
0.5 
. 6.6 


13.2 

23.7 

36.1 
11.9 

4.0 
0.8 


38.8 

20.7 

40.6 
54.2 

. 24.7 
11.1 
6.9 


18.0 

5.5 

. . 7.4 
18.4 

34.2 
14.9 
11.1 


12.3 

'0.4 

1.2 
7,6 

21.7 
38.1 
20.0 


10.4 

s 

1.5 

0.5 
3.5 

14.2 
33.5 
60.9 




TAEILE 10A. • . . 

Education of Husband 45 Years Old and Over,' by Education of Wife: March 19/7 



Husband and -wives, by education of 
husband 



Total 



If umber 
<t»bu" 
sands) 



Percent 



Education of wife 



Elemen- 
tary 



g to 8 
years 



High school 



1 to 3 
years 



4 

years 



College 



1 to 3 
years 



4 

years 



5 y 

or more 



6 

Husbands t 45 years old and over 



Elementary : 

0 to 8 years. 

High ^chool : 

1 to 3 years. 
4 years 



College: / ' 

1 tor 3 years ^. 

, 4 years • • 

5 years or more i*. 



24,084 
7,008 



3,897 
7,181 



2,631 
1,835 
1,532 



100.0' 



100.0 



100.0 
100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



21.1 
52.0 



16.4 

'8:5 



5.0 
2.0 

0.7^ 



17.5 



21.5 



35.4 
13.6 



8.8 
4.0 
2.7 



42.1 



22.0 



40.8 
62.6 



1 50.9 
40.1 
28.2 



10.8 



3.2 



5.5 

;o.3 



24.1 
24.3 
22.7 



5.9 



0.9 



1.4 
3.6 



8. -4 
23.4 
26.4 



2.$ s 



, .0.3 

si 

' ^o;4 
• 1.4. 



^ 2.9 
.6.3 

19.3 



TAfrLE.lOB. - 

Education of Wife, by Education of Husband 45 Years Old artd Over: March 1977 



Education of wife* 


Total 




Education 


of. husband 




Elemen- 
tary 


'High school 




College 




Number 
(thou- 
sands) 


Percent 


0 to 8 
years 


1 to 3 
years 


4 

years 


1 to'^ 
years 


4 

-years 


5 years 
or more 


All wives, husband 43 years 




















- 24,084 


100.0 


29.1 


16.2 


2^.8 


10.9 


7.6 


6.4 


Elementary:' - 




















5,079 


100.0 


71.7 


12.6 


12.1 


2.6* 


0.7 


0.2' 


High school: J 
















1.0 




4,211 


100.0 


35.8 


. 32.8 


23.2 


5.5 


' 1.7 




10,135 


100.0 


15.2 


- 15.7 


44.4' 


13.2 


7.3 


4.3 


College: , ^ ^ 




















^,608 


100.0 


8.7 


8.2 


28.4- 


24.3 


17.1 


^ 13.3 




1,427 


ioo..o 


4.4 


3.7 


17.9 


15.6 


30.1 


28.3 




624. 


, 100.0 


3.7 


2.6 


16 .Q 


*^ 12.0 


• 18.6 ^ 


47.3 
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TABLE 11. - - 

Family Size and Presence of Children by Age for^Married-Couple-Families, by 
Joint Educational L^el of the HusbanfJ and Wife: Match :I977 < ' 



Size ot family and presence^ 
of children by age 



All 
married-y' 

couple 
families 



Years of school completed by both 
hChsband and wife 



Le^s than 
4 years of 
high school 



High 
school , 
4 years 



College, 
1 to 3 
* years 



College , 
4 Shears 
or more 



Total/. i ..... . (thousands) 

/P^^cent > 

SIZE OF/fAMILY 

2 persons • • 

3 persons • • • • 

• 4 persons ^ ' - - - - 

5 perpons 

6 per s ons . n;^- 

7 or more persons.. ^ 

Average per family .... 

* PRESENCE AND AGE OF CHIEIIREN 

No children ui^der 18 years 

Sotoe under 18 * years ...... 

All unrfer 6 years . . . 

Some under 6, some 6 tp 17 

All 6 to 17 years 

* ^ . 

Average* num|yer of children under 18: 

pfer family. . , 

Per family with children 



47,497 
100.0 



36.2 
21.2 
21.6 
11.7 
5.3 
4.0 
3.42 



47.6 
5*2.4 
12.5 
10.9 
28.9 



1.06 
2.02 



10,387 
100.0 



45. a 
19.0 
K.3 
9.7 
5.5 
6.1 
3.36 



60.9 
39.1 
,6.6 
8.7 
23. 9 



0.88 
2.26 



11,479 
100.0 



31.3 
22.6 
25 .3 
12.6 
5.2 
3.6 
3:49 



41.0 
59.0 
15.1 
12.1 
31.9 



1.16 
1.97 



2,180 
100. JO 



35.6 
23'. 4 
25.4 
10.5. 
3.3 
1.7 
3.26 



44.5 
55.5 
18.5 
10.8 
26.2 

1.02 
1.84 



1,066 
100.0 



32.8 
22.6 
26.6 

ao.8 

5.3 
.1.8 
3.37 



49.5 
59.5 
21.2 
11.6 
26.6 



1.09 
1.84 



TABLt 12. 



Metropolitan-Nonmetropolifan Residence and Mobility of Married-Couple Fa^ 
by Joint Educational Level of the Husband and Wife: March 1977 



lilies, 



Residence and m6bility 



All 
married- 
couple 
families 



Years ^of achool completed by both 
husband and wife ' 



Less than 
4 years of 
high school 




College, 
1 to 3 
year^ 



College, 
4 years 
or more 



Total (thousands) 

, Percen t . . . * , 

RESIDENCE 

Metropolitan areas 

Nonmetropolitan areas 

MOBILITY 

Nommovers . 1 

Movers ♦ 

SaMo county 

.Same *SJ;ate • 

Different State 

Other • 



47,497 
100.0 



65.8 
34.2 



73.9 
26.1 
14.9 
. 5.6 
4.7 
1.0 



10,387 
100.0 



58.3 
41.7 



80.5 
19.5 
12.1 
4.0 
2.8 
0.5 



11,479 
100.0 



65 . 0 
35.0 



73.0 
27.0 
15.9 
5.3 
4.6 
1.2 



2,180 
100.0 



71^2 

25.8 



63.3 
36.7 
21.5 
9.2 
5.1 
0.9 
—r — 



1,066 
.100.0 



79.5 
20.5 



67.9 
32.1 
13.4 

5.5 
11.3 

1.9 



r 
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TAB 

Voter Participation of Married-Couple Families, by Joint* Educational Level 
of the Husband and Wife: Noverrfber 19'>6 



Voter participation 
■ h 

/ 


All 
married- 
. couple 
families 


P" ^ 

^ Years of school completerf^by both 
husband and wife 


Liess than 
4 years of 
nxgn scnoox 


Higff 
school, 
4 years 


College, ^ 
1 to 3 
<• years 


College, 
4° years 
or luore 


Both busband and wife vot 


\ • 

. (tt^ousands) • . 


44,992 
100.0 

' 60.8 
8.1 
6.5 

' .24.6 


' 9,295 
100.0 

11.4 
6.4 
* 39.4 


10,057 
. 100.0 

60 .*6' 
7.4 
Z.2 

24.^^ 


^ l,90r 
100.0 

71.4 
6.7 

^^-5.9 
, 16,1 




3,637 
100.0 

83.9 
• 4.0 
4.0 



J 



TABLE 14. . ^ 

Labor Force Participation and Family Income, by Joint Educat|6hal Lever 
of^ the Husband and Wife^ March 1977 



Labor force participation 
•and fanily income . 



All 
married- 
couple 
families 



Y^ars of school completed by both 
L husband and wife 



\ 



Less than 
4 years of 
high school 



Jilgh 
school , 
4 years 



College, 
1 to 3 
years 



College, 
4 years 
or more 



Total (thousands). • 

Percent; • ; 



LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION / 

In labor force ;\ ^ 

, Husband, and wife 

Husband only T . 

Wife only 

Neither spouse 

FAMILY INCOME 

Under $2,00P \ 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $9,999 

$10,000 to $14,999 « 

$15,000 to $19,999 

$20,000 to $24,999 

$25,000 to $49,999 

$50,000 and over 

Median income ^ (dollars) 



47 ,497 
100.0 



42.2 
38^5 
4.5 
14.9 



1.1 
5.3 
17.4 
. 20.6 
• 20.8 
14.5 
18.1 
2.2 

$16,013 



10,387 
100.0 



26.8 
37.4 
5.9 
29.9 

1.7 
14.1 
31.2 
■ 22.4 
14.8 
8.0 
7.1 
0.6 

$10,434 



11,479 
100.0 



48.2 
39.7 
3.4 
8.7 



0.8 
2.4 
13.2 
21.9 
25.6 
17.1 
17.7 
1.4 

$16,800 



2,180 
100.0 



53.1 
35.4 
3.7 
7.8 



0.8 
2.2 
11.3 
18.3 
24.5 
17.9 
21.8 
3.2 

$18,142 



1,066 
100.0 



62.1 
2.9.5 
2.7 
5.6 



0.6 
0.8 
3.3 
8.1 
15.4 
14.0 
45.9 
11.$ 



$26,645 
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(Social 

Characteijlstics of 
Yotmgerand 
Older Couples 




As couples movjg from yourigf adulthood toward their '^^^e 
mature years, they experience a series of changes. In ^^^ir 
early y^ars, the couple's family is Jikely to be a sm^H, ff 
'unit. In their middte years, their family Is generaify larg^'' ^'^d 
somewhat rrwre smid^ary. At fuTi maturrty, x^e d^^^'^t:- 
teristics of' the couple are again likely to^cHangO' ^e 
discussion in this section deals with married coupl^^ 
^relation to the age of the husband and wife. 



' Age, Family Size, and 
Presence, of Children 

Among couples in which the spboses were both either to 
24 years old or 25 to 34 years \ld, the average familV ^'^e 
was 3.40 persons (table 15). Apprdximately one^h3lf of ^^^e 
families (53 percent) were composed 6f two p^rson^ 
husband and wife) or the couple plus one additic?nal f^f^'ly 
member. Almost always^ this third person was their 
child, but in a very few instances it was some other rel^V^^, 
such as a brother or sister, of one of th§ personsT03int^''^''^g 
the family. The average number of children under 18 ye^''* ^f 
age in these families was 1-36. ' 

♦ By the time both the husband and wife approached ^^^ir 
middle years (age 35 to 44), family size had grown 
average 6f 4.66 persons. Among couples in this age br^^'^^t, 
only about 18 percent consisted of less than fotir pe*'^^^; 
the proportion in which only the husband and vvife 
present* was 5 percent of the total. Nine out of lO of 
families had at least one child under 18 years of age wh^' ^s 
living in the hom*, and the average number of chil^iren O^^r 
18 In the$e*"eafly midlife" families was 2.24 persons. 

As the husband and wife continued to grow colder, ^^^k 
children, if any, had begun to reach young adulthood 
leave their parental home to form households of their 
Once the couple reached retirement age (65 year^ and 0^^^), 
average family size had <*ecllned to 2.22 persons. Aboi^^ ^> 
percent of these fanr^ilies Consisted of just the husband ^h^j 
wife, and rarely was the additional relattire a child unde^ 




more 



sidehce, and Mobility , ^ 

two-thirds of all married couples lived in metro-, 
as. Thpse couples age Q5 and over were somewhat 
-'v than their younger counterparty to^be living in 
ponmetropolitan^areas.' 

5jnce Vouth and' mobility are positively 'related to one 
anothef' ^t is not surprising that the highest proportion of 
' rnovers found among couples in which l)oth spouses were 
"either to 24 years old or 25 to 34 years old. About 
one-hdl^ (52 percent) of these couples had moved Jnto a 
different house or apartment at some time during the'i years 
prior to the 1977 survey. The vast majority of thes^movers. 
had sh'^^®^ to another residence in th# same State, but about 
^ ^ percent of these young couples had moved outside their 
previoi^* State of residence (table 16). This proportion was 
tvvice that exhibited by couples in any other age bracket. 

/Vnno'^9 couples age 65 and over, only 7 percent nrioved at 
all, and ^ost of those who did move did not leave their / 
previous county of residence. T-he extent to which the shifts 
jn resid^^^ that did occur were from a house which had 
l^en 13''^ enough to serve the family in past years to more 
) fnan^eable living quarters is not shown by t>ie available data. 

Age, H^f^ieownership, and Renting 

fii subs^^'^^'al majority •of married coupjes (76 percent) in 
1977 ^^^^ owners of the home in which they resided (table 
18). '^^^ lowest proportion of homeowners was that among 
coupler Which the husband was under 35 (57 percent) and 
the hi9^^^ proportions were among huj^bands age 45 to 54 
or 55 ^ or 87 percent). By the time the husbands had 
reached 65-and-over age bracket, the proportion owning 
^ their h^"^^ had declined only slightly (to 84 percent). The 
distribiJ^^^ of homeownership by age of wife is similar to 
^e dis^'^'^tion by age of hus\^d. The proportions for 
corresp^^^'ng age groups never differed by more than 3 
percent' ^ite couples were more likely to be homeowners 
than B^^^*^ couples (78 ^wrcent versus 61: percent). 
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TABUi^- ).•-.;. ... , ' » - 

fahfiily Size and Presence of Children for MarriM-Couiale^ Tarn i lies, 

by Joint Age Level of the Mjjsband and Wife: M^ch 1977 . ^ 

(Foe meaning of synbols^ see text) 



Size of fully and presence of children 

Total < thoueancnl) . . 

Percent 

SIZE OF FAMILY ^ ^ 

2 persons • • . . i t . . , 

3 jiersons 

4 persons . * , . . ,\. " . 

5 persons'. 

6 'i>er»Gx^B ...^ . '. 

7 or more persons , - 

Average per family 

PRESENCE AND AGE OF CHILDREN 

> No children under 18* years. .\ • - 

Som under 18 years.A^---* 

All under ,6 years *• 

Some under 6, some 6 tl> 17 

— ^All 6 to 17 years...... ••• 

^ Avetage number of chlldrea under 18: 

Per family... • 

Per family with chj[ldren 



All 



married^ 14 to 24 
coupJi% or 25 to 



faallles 



47,497 
100.0 



36.2 
21.2 
21.6 
11.7 
5.3 
4.0 
3.42 



47.6 
52.4 
12.5 
10/9 
28,9 



1.06 
2.02 



Age of both^huaband and wife 

— 



34 years 

4 



11,279 
100.0 



26.9 
26.0 
30.4 
11.8 
3.5 
1.4 
3.40 



27.8 
72.2 
34.7 
22.4 
15.1 



1.36 
1.88 



35 to 44 
years, 



5,844 
100.0 



12.4 
11.9 
25.1 
13.5 
11.6 
4.66 



,9.7 
90^3 
2.6 
16.2 
71.5 



2.24 
2.48 



45 to 54 
year* 



V 3.810. 

ido.o 



28.1 
27.8 
20.7 
12.3 
6.1 
5.0 
3.61 



53.4 
46.6 
0.3 
1.3 
45.1 



0,76 
1.63 



55 to 64 
years 



4.422 
100.0 



^.8 
22.0 
7.6 
2.6 
1.2 
0.7 
2.57 



/ 



63 years 
and over 



4,319 
100.0 



86.9 
.9.4 
2.3 
0.7 
0.5 
0.2 
2.22 




TABLE 16. ^ 

Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence and MobHity of Married-Couple Families, 
by Joint Age Level of the Husband and Wife: March 1977 



Residence and 'mobility 



•Total ( thousands ) . 

Percent 

RES IDENCE 

Metropolitan areas '^0* 

Nonmetropolltan areas . . 

MOBILITT 

Nonmovers 

Movers « 

Same county •/......... 

Same State 

^ Different State 

* Other \ 



All 
married- 
/ couple 
families 



ERLC 



47,497 
100.0 



65.8 
34.2 



75.9 
26.1 
14\.9 

5.6 
4.7 



14 to 24 
or 25 to 
34 years 



11,279 
'lOQ.O 



65.9 
34.1 



48.2 
51.8 
29.9 
11.1 
8.9 
1.9 



Age of both husband and vrlf^^^^ 

^ 



35 to 44 
years 



5,844 
100.0 



66.3 
33.7 



81.6 
18.4 
9.6 
3.5 
4.3 
1.0 



2\ 



45 to 54 



•5,810 
.100.0 



69.6 
30.4 



88.3 
11.7 
6.7 
2.6 
1.9 
0.3 



55 to 64 
years 



4,422 
100.0 



66.9 
33.1 



90.5 
«.5 
4.6 
2.7 
1.9 
0.2 



65 years 
and over 



4,319 
100.0 



60.1 
39.9 



93.4 
6.6 
3.7 
1.4 
1.4 
0.1 



TA6LE 17. • 

Labor Force Participation and Family income for Married^upte Families, 
by Joint Age Level of the Husband ind Wife: March 1977 



Labor force participation and 
family Income / 



All 
married 

couple 
families 



Age of both husband and wifeU^ 



14 to 24 
or 25 to 
34 years 



3i to 44 
years 



45 to 54 
years 



55 to 64 
years 



65 years 
and over 



Total (thousands) . * 

Percent 

LABOR FORCE PARTIC IRATION ^ 

In Labor Force 

Husband and wife 

Husband only ^ 

Wife only. . . . 

^^either spouse . . . . 

FAMILY INCOME 

Under $2,000 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $9,999 ^ T. . / 

$10,000 to $14,999 ^ 

$15„000 to $19,999 

$20,000 to $24,999 

$25,000 to $49,999 

$50,000 and over 

Median Income (dollars).. 



47^497 
100.0 



42.2 
38.5 
4.5 
14.9 



1.0 

5;3 
17.4 
20.6 
20.8 
14.5 
18.1 

2.2 



i $16,013 



11,279 
100.0 



50.6 
42.8 
3.1 
3.5 



1,0 
3.3 
17 .9 
26.3 
25,7 
14.1 
11.1 
0.6 

$15,285 



5,844 
100.0 



54.1 
41.5 
2,1 
2.3 



1,0 
1,9 
8,0 
15,8 
23,8 
^ 20,5 
25,5 
3.5 

$19,878 



5,810 
100,0 



50,0 
43.5 
3,0 
'9,6 



M.O 
1,9 
8,4 
15.3 
19,6 
18,1 
31,6 
4,2 

$20,837' 



4,422 
100,0 



31,0 
43,8 
.7,3 
17.9 



1.3 
5.1 
17,0 
18,8 
20.2 
14.3 
19,9 
3.5 



$16,543 



4,319 
100.0 



2.9 
13.4 

3.6 
80.1 



1.1 
18.8 

42. a 

18.2 
8.7 
4.4. 
5.0 
1.0 

$7,660 



ERLC 



21 



TABLE 18. 

Tenure by Age of Husbend end Wife, by Rece: March 1977 

^ (Nunbors in thoitsands) 



Race and tenure 



All 
iifkrrled- 
couple 
families 



Age of husband or wife 



14 to 34 
years 



35 to 44 
years 



45 to 54 
years 



55 to 64 
years 



65 years 
and over 



ALL RACES 

Tenure by Age of Husband 

Total 

Percent 

Olmers ^ 

Renters. • . . / 

Tenure by Age of Wife 

Total 

Percent \ 

Owners. ' 

Renters 

WHITE 

Tenure by Age of Husband 

Total. 

Percent 

Owners 

Renters 

Terilire by Age of Wife 

Total. 

Percent 

Ownet-s 

Renters • • • . • 

BLACK 

Tenure by Age of Husband 

Total 

Tercent. 

Owners 

Renters 

r 

Tenure by Age^of Wife 

Total 

. Percent 

O^ers 

Renters 



47,497 
100.0 

76.2 
23.8 



47,497 
100.0 

76.2 
23.8 



43^97 
100.0 

77.7 
22.3 



43,397 
100.0 

77.7 
22.3 



3,406 
100.0 

61.4 
38.6 



3,406 
100.0 

61.4 
38,6 



14,271 
,100.6 

57.0 
43.0 



17,239 
100.0 

60.1 
40.0 



12,994 
100.0 

58.8 
41.2 



15,605 
100.0 

61.9 
38.2 



1,056 
100.0 

39.1 
60.9 



1,332 
100.0 

43.2 
56.8 



9,279 
100.0 

81.5 
18.5 



9,283 
100.0 

84.2 
15.8 



8,344 
100.0 

83.1 
16.9 



8,393 
100.0 

85.7 
14.3 



749 
100.0 

68.9 
31.1 



718 
100.0 

71.6 
28.6 



9,427 
100.0 

86.7 
13.3 



9,178 
100.0 

87.4 
12.6 



^,6ir 

100.0 

88.1«f, 
11.9 



8,403 
100. 0 

88.5 
11.5 



671 
100.0 

71.6 
28.4 



639 
100.0 

76.7 
23.3 



7,812 
108.0 

86.3 
13\7 



7.059 
100.0 

85.8 
14.2 



7,237 
100.0 

87.3 
^ 12.7 



6,579 
100.0 

87.1 
12.9 



497 
lOO.O 

73.6 
26.4 



420 
100.0 

66.9 
33.3 



6,709 

ipo.o 

83.6 
16.4 



4,738 

100.0 

83.6 
16.4 



6,205 
100.0 

84.5 
15.5 



4,416 
100.0 

84.1 
15.9 



434 
100.0 

73.0 
27.0 



297 
100.0 

78.5 
21.9 



EKLC 



2G 



ERIC 



ERIC 



Employ meiit of 
Character isf ics of 
Married Coiiples 



Until a decade ror two ago, it was possible to obtain a 
reasonably clear picture of the economic characteristics of 
married-couple families simply by examining the employment 
status and income of the Kusband. The importance of such 
information diminishes, however, as more wives enter the 
labor force .and contribute signiffcgnjly to the family's 
income. -Jn this section, the" employment status of the 
husband and wife refers to the week before the March 1977 
Current Population Survey, and the income oi the couple' 
refers to the 1976 calendar year. 

Participation in the Labor Force 

Although husbands are less likely now than formerly to be 
the sole breadwinner for the family, the proportion who 
were in the labor force in March 1977 was still relatively high 
(81 percent). In that year, close to one-half (47 percent) of 
all married women were in the labor force; that level of 
participation is substantially higher than in the past. 

Among married men, the participation in the labor force 
was highest (96 percent) for those in the middle years of 35 
to 44 (table 19). These men generally have completed their 
formal schooling and are too young to retire. Consequently, 
they are .under great social and c^conomic pressure to work; 
and the vast majority of them do so. 

By contrast, it was the youngest wives (those under 25) 
who were most likely to be in the labor force (58 percent). 
The participation of wives 25 to 34 years old declined 
slightly to 52 percent, as many of these women dropped out 
of the labor- force to devote themselves to a period of 
fulj-time childrearing. Once past the primary chlldbearing 
.years, larger proportions of women returned to the labor 
force for a while, and the participation rate among those age 
35 to 44 rose to 56 percent At older ages the worker rate 
declined.^ : 

As one would expect, most husbands and wives drop out 
of the labor force and enter retirement after age 65. Among 
those age 65 and over, the proportion still working or 
jobrhunting had declined to 21 percent for men and 7 
percent for women. 



Working Wives apd Mothers 

Married women vvho had one. or more children under 18 
year^ of age were just ^s likely to be rftember's of the labor 
force (48 percent) as married women who did not have such 
a child (45 percent). There are substantial differences when 
consideratiorl is given to the age of the wife a& well as the 
presence of children. 

The highest participation rate (82 percent) was among 
married'women age 25 to 34 who did not have children. This 
group of women includes many well-educated women who 
are devoting their main energies to a working career outside 
the home. By contrast, among the corresponding group of 
wives who had/at least one child under 18, 46 percent were 
in the labor/for^^^; this proportion is much lower but still 
quite high^compdred with earlier times. 

The disparity between wives in and out of the labor force 
was just as great for thcwe under age 25 (figure 4). Among 
wives with no children, 77 percent were either working or 
Jooking for vyork outside 'the home, but the corresponding 
proportion , for wives vyitlr a child under 18 was 41 percent 
(tabled). 

The differential between wives in and not in the labor 
force according to presence of children decreases among 
those 35 to 44 and 45 to 54. For wives age 55 and over, 
women with children were actually more likely to be labor 
force participants; wives in this age category, generally were 
not caring for infants or youngsters who were of an age likely^ 
to inhibit seekir^ work outside the home. 

The age of the child is often a critical factor in 
determining whether the mother enters or remains in the 
labor force. The participation rate Jor wives whose only^ 
children at horrte were age 14 to 17 was about 57 percent, 
whereas the rate for those Whose children Vvere all under age 
6 was only 40 percent (table 2H 

Working Wiv^ by Education 
and income Level 

Regardless of whether a wife has children or not, the more 
years of school she has completed, the more likely she is to. 
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FIGURES. J 

Work 'Experience of Husbands and Wives: 1977 

* . ■ 

P9rcent 




■3 . 
Husband 

Wife. 

Both husband and wife 




Worked 
last year 



Wor4<ed - 
year-round 



Year-round 
full time 



Year-round 
part time 



.Work experience 



Wof!ked part 
of year 



Did not 
viff rk 



three-fourths (77 percent) he worked full time all year. The 
correspbnding proportions of wives v«re sulwttntial but 
much smalier {56 percent and 20 percent, respectively). 

In future years it may become a more frequent occurrence 
for both spouses to work only part of the year, or for more 
of the' husbands to devote themselves to childrearing in the 
home, or for both to work at part-time jobs. To the extent 
that such work patterns evolve; the end/result would be a 
reduction in the husband's and father's role as the only 
economic provider. As a matter of fact, the 1977 data show 
that the husband^ was the family's safe earner in only 26 
percent of the married-couple families (table 25). More 
common were couples in, which there were 2 earners, the 
husband and wife (36 percent). The proportion of couples In 



which the wife was the only earfli^ was quite low (4 
percent). 

Couples in which both spouses were earners tended to 
exhibit more mobility ^han those in which only one spouse 
vvas an earner. This situation may be in large part attributable 
to the fact that the age distribution among couples in which 
both spouses work is more yputhful, and the link between 
youth a^nd mobility is well established. 

CQuples m which both spouses were earners, in addition 
to having significantly highler family incomes, were more, 
likely to have completed at least t year of college than 
couples in which either the husband or the wife was the only ' 
earner (table 26). Again, the age distribution of these couples 
plays an important role. 



TABLE 19. 

Labor Force Participation Rates of Husbands and Wives: March 1977 
, ^ (Numbers in thousands) 



Age 



All ages y 16 and over. 

16 to 24 years • 

25 to 34 years, ............. .. 

35 to 44 years. : • . • . . . 

45* to 54 years. . . . • / 

55 to 64 years 

65 years and ovei: / v . . • 

o , „ - • ■ \f 
ERIC - • ■ ^ 



Husband 



Number 


Rate 


48,ob2 




80.6 


3,257 




89.6 


11,339. 




94.1 


9,323 




95.7 


9,460 




92.9 


7,846 




76.4 


6,778 




20.9 



Wife 



Number 



47,984 

■ 5,467 
12,101 
9,312 
9,214 
7,093 
4,797 



Rate 



46 



58.2 
52.2 
56.0 
51.8 
36.1 
7.0 



25 



29 



TABLE 20. 

Labor Force Status and Participation;Ratet of Wives, by Age and Presence of Own Children: March; 1977 

(Numbevs In thousands) ' < 



Presence of 6wn children 
i^nd age of wife 



All 
wives 



In labor force 



Number 



Percent 



Not in Labor force 



Number 



Percent 



Labor 
force 
partici- 
pation 
rate 



Total wives^ 
16 to 24 years. ..• 
25 to 34 years. . - . . 
35 to 44 years. « « . < 
45 to 54 years. • . « . 



55 years apd over. 



Wives with no own children 

under 18 years^... 

to 24 years. 

to 34 years. . . • 

35 to 44 years • • . 

45 to 54 years «. 

55 years and over. 



16 
25 



Wives with own children 

und^r 18 years ^ 

16 to 24 years* 

25 .to^34 year^ 

35 to 44 years 

45 to 54 years 

^5 years and over . . . . 



47 , 984 
5,467 

12,101 
9,312 
9,214 

11,890 

22,886 
2,584 
2,139 
1,420 
5,384 

11;359 



25,098 
2,883 
.9,962 
7,892 
3,830 
531 



22,211 
3,181 
6,315 
5,212 
U,113 

' 2,896 



10,268 
1,988 
1,744 
915 
2,883 
2,738 

12,109 
1,W3 
4,570 
^291 
1,891 
158 



100.0 
14.2 
28.2 
23,3 
21.3 
12.9 



45,9 
8.9 
7.8 
4.1 
12.9 
12.2 



54.1 
5.3 
20.4 
19.2 
8.5 
0.7 



25,607 
2,286 
5,787 
4,100 
4,440 
8,994 



12,618 
596 
395 
505 
2,501 
8,621 



12,989 
1,690 
5,392 
3,595 
1^939 
373 



100.0 
8.9" 
22.6 
16.0 
17.3 
35.1 



49.3 
2.3 
1.5 
2.0 
9.8 

33.7 



50.7 
6.6 
21.1 
14,0 
7.6 
1.5 



46.6 
58.2 
52.2 
56.0 
51.8 
24.4 



44.9 
76.9 
81.5 
64.5 
53.5 
24.1 



48.2 
41.4, 
45.9 
54.4 
49.4 
29.8 



^Inclu4es wives 16 years olfl and over. 
TABLE 21. ^ . 

Labor Force Statul^and Participation Rates of WiVes, by f resence and Age of Own Children: March 1977 

(Numbers in thousands) - " 



Presence and age of own children 



All 
wi ves 



In labor force 



Not in labor force 



Number 



Percent 



Number 



Percent 



Labor 
force 
partici- J 
pation/ 
rat€K 



Total ^ 



None under le years 
Some under 18 years 



All 6 to 17 years... 

All 14 to 17 years • 

. All 6 to 13 years. 

Some 6 to 13 years, some 14 to 

17 y^ars .f. ... ... 

Some 6 to 17 years, some under 6 years. 
All under 6 years. 

All 3 to 5 years. ^ ....... • 

All under 3 years ........... • . ....... 

Some 3 to 5 years, some under 3 years 



47,984 

22,886 
25,098 

13,800 
3 ,^924 
5,313 

4, 563" 
5,217 
6;081 
1,448 
3,053 
1,580 



22,377^ 

10,268 
12^109 

7,674 
2,247 
2,842 

2,584 
1,989 
^,446 

752 
1,210 

485 



100.0 

45.9 
54.1 

34.3 
10.0 
12.7 

•11.5 
8.9 
\10.9 
* .3.4 

\H\2 



25 , 607 

12,618 
12,989 

6,126 
1,677 
2^471 

i;979 
3,228 
3,635 
696 
1,844 
1,096 



100.0 

49.3 
50.7 

23.9 
6.5 
9.6 

7.7 
12.6 
,14.2 
2.7 
7.2 
4.3 



46.6 

44.9 
48.2 

55.6 
57.3 
53.5 

56.6 
38.1 
40.2 
51.9 
39 . 6 
30.7 



Include^ .wivefs age 16 years and over. 



on 



rABLE22. 

Labor ^orce Participation Rates of Wives, by Years of School Completed by Wife, 
Presence and Age of Own Children, and Income of Husband: March 1977 



(Income during 1976. For meaning of aymboM^ ^aee text) 



y 


Labor force participation rate 


Total 


Yeara of ac 


hoolT conpletad 


by wife 




Leaa than 
4 yaars of 

high school 


High 
school, 
4 year^ 


College 


1 to 3 
yeara 


4 

yeara 


5 yeara 

or more 


TOTAL *H ' 














All wi WAS ^ 


46.6 


33.4 


50.1 


52.1 


56.3 


68.5 


Ko own childron undor 18 yoarSi • • • • • 


44.9 


27.7 


^■l" 51.0 


55.1 


63.3 


70.7 




75.6 


* 54.4 


75.7 


* 79.4 


90. 1 


89.6 




33.6 


23'. 8 


41.0 


37.9 


38. 2 


53.5 




48.2 


41.1 


49.4 


49.8 


50. 9 


66.6 


! UNDER $3,000 . 














All wives 


42.6 


28.5 


55.3 


* 62.8 


63.9 


• (B) 


*Ho own <ihildren itndor 18- years 


37.9 


. 24.1 


52.4 


60.5 


.61 .5 


(B) 


Wife under 4^ yeara 


69.1 


47.6 


71.3 


81.1 


(B) 


(B) 




29.6 


21.3 


46.0 


38.1 


37.3 


(B) 




52.0 


39.6 


59.5 


66.9 


68. 7 


(B) 


$3,000 TO $4,999 




, ■ 










All wives 


35.9 


> 24.3 


48.8 


53.6 


57.0 


'(B) 


No'own children under 18 yeara 


29.7 


18.8 


42.9 


49.3 


' 53.2' 


(B) 


Wife undeir 43 yeara 


71.7 


51.2 


78.7 


73 .9 


(B) 


(B) 




22.1 


16.4 




34.3 


26.8 


(B) 




51.2 


40.7 


59.5 


67,1 


65.8 


.(B) 
















All wives 


47.2 


35.7 


52.2 


56.3 


65.9 


73.1 




43.6 


28.8 


51.1 


^56.6 


64.0 


69.2 




77.2 


56.7 


78.3 


84.6 


92. 6 


(B) 




29.5 


24,0 


36.3 


29.1 


' 31.3 


(B) 




* ^ 51.5 


44.6 


53.4 


56.0 


68.8 


'80.8 


$10,000 TO $14,.999' 














Air wlvaa 


53.7 


40.3 


55;4 


59.9 


68.3 


78.3 




' 55.6 


38.2 


• 58.7 


64 . 7. 


^ 72. '6 


79.4 


Wife under 43 yeara 


30.0 


59.9 


79.5 


81 . 6 


94.3 


91.6 




41.9 


33.8 


46.8 


45.6 


40.5 


(B) 


> 


52.2 


42.1 


53.2 


56.2 


64.4 


- 76.6 


$15,000 TO $19,999 














. t 

Ail wives « , . 


[ 48.8 


. - . - 
f 34.6 


45.8 


• 52.5 


57.1 


67.0 


No own cliildren undeF 18 yeara* 


^ 51.3 


• '31. i 


52.6 


' 57 . 9 


73.1 


74.3 




74.4 


43.6 


7.1.5 


78.5 


90.6 


88.1 




42.2 


2&.9 


46.5 


44.6 


52.9 


58.3 


With own children under 18 years........ 


47.3 


37.5 


48.3 


^9.9 


47.4 


•61.8 


$20,000 TO $24^99^ , ^ 














All wives . ..... 


44.6 


2/ . J 


4 J . / 


4'9.8 


49.1 


65.9 


Ho own ■ (>h 1 1 rlPAifi imdAi*' 18 vARm 


44.7 


24.2 


42.6 


51.9 


61.2 


. 71.8 


Wife under 45 yeairs 


70.3 


(B) 


66.1 


<B) 


(B) 


(B) 




37.8 


22.1 


37.9 


47.8. 


40.8 


(B) 




44.6 


30.1 


44.4 


48.8 


43.5 


62.3 


$25 ,000 A]«6 0VBI 
















36.6 


28.3 


33.9 


. 33.3 


- 39.1 


59.6 




39; 7 


27.2 


39.9 


36.2 


43.7 


57.9 




65.4 


(B) 


57.1 


(B) 


(B) 


<B) 




34.0 


18.3 


36.5 


31.3 


34.9 


49.5 




34.6 


30.3 


29.4 


31.6 


36.6 
>^ L 


60.2 
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TABLE 23. p 

Joint Labor Force and Employment Status of Husbands and 
Wives, by Familyi^icome: March 1977 



' (Income during 1976) 



4 

Fanily Income 


All 
married- 
couple 
rcunxiies 


In labor force 


Neither 
spouse In 

^ force 


Husband 
and 
wife 


Husband 
only 


Wife 
only 




47,497 


20,034 


.18,274 


• -2,136 


7,054 




100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 




1.1 


0.7 


1.3 


1.2 


1.8 


$2,000 to $4,999 


5.3 


1.6 


3.6 


6.1 


19. 9^ 




17.4 


9.2 


16.0* 


29.2 


41.6 


$10,000 to $14,999 


20.6 


18.2 


23.4 


• < 27.7 


la.o 


$15,000 to $19,999 


20.8 


23.5 


22.8 


1Z.4 


9.0 




14.5 


19.5 


13.5 


8.8 


4.7 




18.1 


25.3 


16.2 


9.0 


5.0 




2.2 


2.0 


3.3 


0.6 


0.7 




$16,013 


$19,327 


$16,267 


$12,450 


$7,610 



,-0 



TABLE 24/ 

Work Experience cif Husband, by Work Experience of Wife and K'umber 
of Related Children U/>der 18 Years of Age: March 1977 



(Nuab«rg in thouaandt) 



• 


Work aapvrlaiica of trlfa 


— 

All 
■arrled- 
couple 
faMlliee 




Huebend workad test 


y»er 






Totel 


Full yaar 




Husband 
did 
not 
work 


Totel 


• Full- 
tied 


Pert- 
tipe 


• 

, Pert- 
year 






^ 46,687 


3 9 , 407 


31 ,134 


30, 223 


9U 


8,273 


7,280 






25,147 


^3,398 


18,540 


18,065 


475 


/ 4«858 


1 ,749 


• 




13,384 


12,580 


10,389 


10,095 


294 


2.192 


1,004 






10,498 


9,723 


7,898 


7,726 


171 


1,826 


774 






3,087 


2,aS7 


2,491 


2,369 


122 


366 


230 






21,540 


16,909 


12,594 


12,158 


436 


3,415 


5,531 






















Vlth no ral«t«d chlldrvn undar Id.... 


21,782 


15,688 


11.780 


11,128 


652 


3,908 


• 6,093 






11,117 


9,867 


7 496 


7 175 


ni 
J«i 


2,371 


1.249 






6,957 


6,215' 


4!991 


4^775 


216 


1,223 


743 






5,624 


5,063 


4,015 


> 3 , 894 


121 


1.049 


561 








iiiH 


" 976 


.881 




175 


182 






Ik 10,665 




4,284 


3 ,953 


331 


1 , 537 


4, 844 




with ona or nora ralatad childr«n < 




















24,905 


23,719 


19,354 


19,095 


259 


4.365 


1,187 






14,030 


13,531 


U,04A 


10,890 


' 154 


2,486 


49) 






6,627 


6,366 


5,397 


5,320 


78 


96« 


261 






4,873 


' 4,660' 


3,883 


3,832 


51 


* 777 


fc, 213 






1,754 


1,706 


1 ,513 


1 ,488 


27. 


191 


48 






10,875 


10,188 


8,310 


8,205 


104 


1,878 


688 




mOEMT DI8TKIBUTI0N OF MAMIIED COUPUs, 


















BY VoRK EXPCRIE?CJC OF HUSBAND 




















100. 0 


84.4 


66. 7 


64.7 


2.0 


17,7 


15.6 




Vorkad la«t'>«aac*aL. * 


.100.0 


93.0 


. 73.7 


71.8 


1.9 


19.3 


.7.0 






100.0 


92.6 


76.5 


74.3 


2.2 


16.1 


7.4 






100.0 


92.6 


75.2 


73.6 


1.6 


17.4 


* 7.4 






100.0 


92.5 


80.7 


76.7 


4.0 


11.9 


7.5 






100.0 


74.3 


58.5 


56.4 


2.0 


15.9 


25,7 




with no ralatad chtldran under 16.... 


100.0 


72.0 


54.1 


31.1 


,3,0 


17.9 


28.0 






100.0 


88.8 


67.4 


* 64.5 




^ 21.3 


11.2 






100.0 


89.3 


y 71.7 


68.6 




^ 17.6 


10.7 






100.0 


90.0 


/ 71.4 


69.2 


2.2 


18.7 


,10.0 






100.0 


, 86.3 


( 73.2 


66.1 


7.1 


13.1 


.13.> 






iOO.O 




■ \ 40*2 


* 37.1, 


, 3«1 


14,4 


65.^ ■ 




With one or mora related children 








; ' 












100.0 


95.2 


. 77\ 


76.7 


1.0 


17.5 


4.8 






100.0 


96.4 


78./ 


77.6 


1.1 


17.7 


3.6 






100.0 


96.1 


81 .h 


80.3 


1.2 


14.6 


3.9 






100.0 


95.6- 


79.7 


78.6 


1 .0 


. .15.9 


4.4 






100.0 


97.3 


86.4 


84.5 


1.5 


10.9 


2.7 






100.0 


93.? 


7(i.4 


75.4 


1.0 


17.3 


6.3 




PCRCEirr DI81R1BUTI0N OF HAltAiCO COUPUES, 


















BY WOftK CXPOlIKMCt WtP£ 




















iob:o 


^ 100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


loo. 0 


■ . 100.0 


100.0 






53. 9 


59.4 


59.5 


59.8 


32.1 


58.7 


24.0 






29.1 


• 31.9 


33.4 


33.4 


32.3 


26.5 


13.8 






* 22.5 


24. 7 


.25.4 


25.6 


18.8 


22.1 


10.6 






^ 5.6 


7.2 


8.0 


7.8 


13.. 4 


4.4 


3.2 






46.1 


40.6 


40, 5 


40.2 


47-9 


41.3 


^76-0 




With no related children under LB.... 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100. 0 


100.0 


» 100.0 




Worked laat ^ear , 


51 .0 


62 . 9 


63.6 


64.5 




60.7 


"20.3 






31-9 


39.6 


42.4 


42.9 


33.1 


31.3 


12.2/ 




FuU-tlne 


/ . ii.8 


32.3 


34.1 


35.0 


A 18.6 


26.8 


9. 2 




Pert<i^Wa. 


6.1 


7.3 


8.3 


7.9 


# U.6, 


4,5 


. 3.0 






49.0 




36.4 


35.5 


' 50.^^ 


39.3 


79.5 




With ona or aore related children 










t 






• 




100.0 


looX;- 


^Ny' _ 100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100. 0 






56.3 


57.0 


V> 57.1 


531.0 


59.5 


57.0 


42.0 






26.6 


26.8 


• ^--^7.9 


27.9* 


30.1 


22.2 


; \ 22.0 






19.6 


19.6 


20.1 


20.1 


19.7 


17.8 


17.9 






7.0 


7.2 


7.8 


7.8 


10.4 


4.4 


4.0 






43 . 7 


43*0 


43.0 


43.0 


40.2 


43,0 


V 58.0 



* Excludes noqclvlllan raalllaa. ^ 
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TABLE 25. . . 

Earning Status of Husbands and Wives, by Mobility and Age: March %77 



Subject 



All married- 
couple 
families 



Husband and 

wife only 
earners 



Husbaiid 
only 
earner 



Wife 
only 
earner 



Total ^ • ^ ( thotiaands ) . « 

Percent • 



MOBILITY 



Percent. 



Nonmovera 

Movers 

Same county..... 

Sfune State 

Different State. 

Oth^r.A. 



AQE 4>r SPOUSES 
Percent. 



Both 14 to 24 years , 

Husband only , 

Both 25 to 34 years... , 

Husband only 

Both 35 to 44 years , 

Husband only.. 

Both 45 to 54 years , 

Husband only 

Both 55 to 64 years 

Husband only , 

Both 65 years and over ..v, 

Husband only. 



47,497 
100.0 



100.0 

73.9 
26.1 
14.9 
5.6 
4.7 
1.0 



100.0 

5.9 
0.6 

17.8 
5.7 

12.3 
7.2 

12.2 
7.6 
9.3 
7.1 
9*1 
5.0 



17,278 
36.4 



100.0 

62.7 
37.3 
22.8 
8.3 
5.6 
0.6 



^.0 

1. loia 
. 1.1 

28.1 
9. 6 
, lb. 5 
9.6 
9.1 
5.5 
7.3 
4/9 
1..1 
2.4 



12,20^ 
25.7 



100.0 

73.4 
26.6 
14,6 
6.1 
4.8 
1.0 



100.0 

5.1 
0.6 

24.9 
6.2 

10.5 
9.6 
8.8 
6.4 

11.7 
7.3 
5.8 
3.0 



1,699 
3:6 



100.0 
70.0 

3a. 0 
.iia 

3.6 
10.0 
5.2 



100.0 

8.6 
1.0 
12.5 
4.7 
4.8 
4.1 
5r8 
3.2 
12.3 
10.0 
11.2 
21.7 



^Includes 16^307^000 families not shown separately. 
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TABLE 26. 

Earning Status of Hutbai 



Subject 




Selected Characteristics: March 1977 



kil Carried-' 
cotTlSle 
fftBllles 


Husband and 

wife only 
earners 


Husband 
only 
earner 


1 ^ Wife- 
only 
earner 


1 ' 

47,497 
100.0 


1 ' 

^ 17,278 
100.0 


12,204 
100.0 


1, 699 
\ 100.0 


63.8 
34.2 


5 65.6 
34.4 


67.2 
32^8 


• 62.4 
37.6 


21.9 
24,2 
A. 6 
2.2 


13.9 
27.3 
6.3 
J, 3.4 


22.2 
24.4 
4.3 
1.6 


26.5 
20.6 
3.4 
1.5 


1.1 
5.3 
17. A 
20.6 

» • 20.8 
IA.5 
18.1 
2.2 

$16,013 


0.8 
2.0 
11.8 
?1.8 
25.6 
18.3 
W.3 
> ^1.4 

$17,151 




1.3 
4.6 
20.4 
26.1 
22.9 
11.2 
11.2 
2.4 

$14,348 


s 

2.1 
8.3 
37.5 
27.6 
•15.3 
, 5. 1 
3.8 
0.4 

$10,227 



Total ^ (thousands) .« 

Percent 

RESIDENCE 

Metropolitan 

Npnmetropolitan 

SCHOOL COMPLETED BY BOTH HUSBAND 
AND WIFE 

Less than 4 years of high school. 

High sehool, 4 years 

College, 1, to 3 years 

Col3.ege, 4 years or more • . 



FAMILY INCOME 

tfnder $2,000 \ 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $9,999. 

$10,000 to $14,999... , 

$15,000 to $19,999 

$20,000 tq $24,999.......... 

$25,000 to $49,999 

$50,000 and over.. 

Median income (dollara) . . 



^Includes 16f307|000 families not shown separately^ 



0 



•J 



\ • 



r 

-ERIC 



. 35 



31 



a* come of 
Bnried Coapl 



The median family income for alt married-couple families in 
1976 was about $16,271 (table 27). As one would expect, 
the jSf^Mnc9 of more than one earner in the family was 
associated with a relatively high median family income. Also 
as expected, the lowest npedian income ($6,761 ) was tKat for 
families with no earners at all. "The median income for 
families with the husband as the only earner was $14,543, as 
compared with medians of $17,570 for those with two 
earners (the husband and wife), and $20,203 for those with 
the husband and some other relative as the earners. In 
families with at least three earners (one of which was the 
husband), the median income was $23,474. 

For White married*couple families the median income was 
$16,554; in comparison, Blick couples had a median income 
of $T3,286« and Spanish-Origin couples, $11,969. 

About 20 percent of all married-couple families had 
incomes of $25,000 or more in 1976. An additional 36 
percent had incomes of at least $15,000 but less than 
$25,000, and, similarly, 38 percent had incomes of at least 
$6,000 but less than $15,000. Fjnally, 6 percent had incomes 
of less than $5,000. (The 1976 poverty threshold sf or a 
nonfarm family of four, according to Federal government 
guidelines, was $6,815.) 

Income of Husbands and Wives 

The personal income of husbands was about $2,000 higher 
among those men whose wives did not contribute to family 
income than among those men whose wives did contribute. 
The median income for all husbands in married-couple 
families was $12,307 (table 28A). If both the husband and 
wife ^^Httip'^^ recii>lents, the median income of the 
hust>and vm $1 1,609, whereas the median income of the 
^ husband was.$13,751 if 0ie wife was not a contributor to the 
family's income. 

The median perSdnial income was much lower for wives 
than for husbands (table 288). Overall, married women with 
income had a median inconne of only $3«900. If both spouses 
were income recipients, wives had a median income of 
$3,888, compared to a median Of $6,153 for wives whose 
husbands had no income in 1976— a difference of about 
$1,300. 
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Earnings of Husbands and Wives 

Although all persons with earnings have income, not ell with 
income have earnings. Wages, salaries, and self-employment 
income are identified as earnings and generally constitute the 
major source of income. Some persons, however, receive all' 
of their inoame in the form of '^unearned income" (pensions, 
pu6lic Assistance, interest, and other sources). 

Whereas 99 percent of husbands had incomes in 1976, 
only 85 percer>t had earnings. Husbands had giedian earnings 
of $12,933, and about 56 percent earned $10,000 or more 
during the course of the year (table K).. 

The gap between the proportion receiving income and the 
proportion with earnings was about the same for wives as 
for husbands. About 65 percent of wives had incomes in 
1976, but only 52 percent had any earnl^ during the 
period. Among wives with earnings, the median was $4,778, 
and just 8 percent earned 1t1O,000 or more. Thus, median 
earnings for husbarnls were about 171 percent higher than 
median earningilor wives ($1 2,933 versus $4,778). 

Although mosf husbands have higher earnings than their 
wives, a iignificant nimnber of ^ves in 1976 we^e in at least 
as high an earnings category as tfieir husbands. From the data 
in table 29 it can be demonstrated that, in apprbximat^ly 1 
of every 3 married coupler in y^ich the wife h^d earnings, 
her earnings were in the same c^ass interval as that of her 
husband or in a higher interval. But about one-half of the^ 
wives had no earnings at all; therefore, among close' to 1 in 
every 6 of all married couples, the wif^ had earnings 
comparable to, or more than, those of her husband. 

Characteristics of Earner Couples > 

The median age of wives among couples with both spouses as 
earners was 36.8 years (table 30A), and the comparable 
figure for husbands was 39*9 years (table 30B). About 42 
percent of such couples had no ^children under 18 years of 
age. 

About 16 percent of the wives among tlual-earner couples 
had completed 4 years of coJIege or more. The correspcinding 
proportion among the husbands was 21 percent. Moreover, 
among such couples, the majority of the wives held pro- 

33 



Iwlonil, C*«rkri,iai«i, and oth»r whlte collJMfclM^^ Thus, the picture that emergoi of these "duat earner 

PflfWntl.^'^o'ig their husbands, about eqi — ^^^'^<^llons* couples is that thoy tend to be somewhat younger but less 

Wflfeholdl*^« whilo-collar positions (45 per^c^-t^ou^^ • *>lu©, ' ijkely to have nb children in the home, ^d thoy tend to be 

collar |obi porcont). ^ ? bettor educated than husbands and wives in general. 
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TABLE 27. 

Total Moniy lncpm« of Married-Couple Familiei, by Number of 
Earners and Race and Spanish Origin of Husband: March 1977 



(tor ■•AnlBi of araboU, ••• text) 



!!•«• sM nuabar of ««rn«r« 



All wirrl»d<-ooupl« families'*. 
NUstend •ariMrt 

All Mrrl«d-«eiipl« f«Mlli«« 

1 MMr 

2 mmrnmrm ■ 

Husband %na «if« only 

Nuaband •mi othsr r«latlv« only* 

3 or mor« mmnmrm 



HuabMid not nn Mmori 

All Mrrlod-ooupla fa»lll««. 



Vlf« only 

Othnr rvlattvo only. 
2 or Mom ••m«r« 



WHITV 



Ali narrlMl-coupla fnalllaa. 



Hu^snd an <«arnar: 

All «arrlad*«aupl« faalllaa. 

1 aamar • 

'2*«am«m 

Huaband and «lfa only 

HUaband and othar ralatlv« only. 
3 •aroara or nor*. 



Huaband Itot an aarnar: 
Alt Mirrlad-coupla faaillloa..%. 
Ko aarnar. 

1 aama^. 

«lf« only 

Oth«r mlatlvo only 

2 aamora or Mora 



BLACK 



All aarrlad-cpupla faalllss. 



Mllla 



Nuvbnnd nn nnmar . 

All ■arrlad'icoupla fa 

1 namar. .«.,..«..•...••...,....« • 

^ 2 aamara. ««.. 

HUaband and «lfa only...* 

Huaband and othar ralatlva only. 
3 aamara or nora 



Tiital 



l^iabar 

( thou- 
aanda) 



HUabnnd not an anmar: 

All aarrlad-coupla faailllaa. 
^No Mrnar... 

1 aarnar.. «... « 

Vlfa only 

Otiwr r«lntlva only 

2 samara or nora «... 



SPAMISH ORIOIN' 



All nnrrlad-coupla faailllaa* 



HUabnnd an aarnar: 

All anrr lad-couple faalHaa 

1 anrnar.. 

^ ianmara 

Huaband and wifa only.... 

Nttabaad and otbaic ralatlva only. 
3 aamara or aora 



Mu«b«ad not an aarnar: 

All aarrlad-^aoupla fnalllaa. 
No mmrwtr 



Wlfa only., 

Otiiar ralatlva oaly« 
2 aamara or aora....« 



46.607 



J9,A07 
12,198 
l»,7tO 

17,270 
2»301 
7,439 



7,280 
4,866 
1,810 
1*324^ 
486 
604 



42, 719 



36 
11 

6> 



117 

359 

923 

367 

3^ 

936 



6,601 
^,536 
L564 

*i;i49 

415 
30d 



3,302 



2,711 
692 
1,548 
1,416 
132 
471 



591 
285 
219 
158 
61 
87 



1,946 



1,708 
6)8 
763 
666 
97 
.2»f 



2^38 
131 
38 
35 
23 
29 



100.0 



100.0 
100. 0 
100.0 
100.0 
lOO.O 
iQi.O 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100. o 
100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
(B) 
100.0 



100.0 



100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



100. 0 
100.0 

^» 

(8 
(8) 



Total aonay Incona (19^6) 



Undar 
$2,000 



1.1 



0 

1.3 
0.8 
0.8 
1.0 
0.6 



2.2 
2.4 
2.2 
2.6 
0.8 
0.3 



1.1 



2.2 
2.4 



^7o 



0.7 
0.4 



1.4 



1.6 
3.0 
1.2 
1.0 
3.0 
0.8 



I. 7 
3.2 
0.5 

(B) 



2,1 



1.6 
2.3 
1.0 
0.6 
5.2 
1.7 



3.5 
7.9 

(») 
(B) 
(B) 
(B) 



$2,000 
to 

$4 , 999 



5.3 



2.6 
4.6 
2.0 
2.1 
1.6 
1.1 



19.9 
26.3 
8.8 
10.1 
4.9 
1.7 



$5,000 

t» 

$9,999 



2.4 
4.0 
1.8 
1.9 
1.3 
1.0 



18.6 
24.6 



4.3 
1.0 



10.4 



5.4 
11.7 
3.8 
3.5 
6. 1 
1.7 



33.7 
52«6 
20.1 
24.7 
CB) 
4.6 



9.5 



6.1 
10.3 
4.3 
4.1 
5.2 
1.4 



33.6 
44.4 

(B) 



17.1 



12.7 
20.4 
11.2 
11.8 
7.1 
4.3 



40.5 
44.8 
36.1 
37.8 
31.1 
19.2 



16.6 



12.2 
19.4 
10.7 
11.3 
6. 3 
4.0 



40.9 
45.4 
35.0 
37.8 
27.7 
IB. 2 



23.4 



20.1 
34.8 
17.2 
16.9 
20.5 
8.1 



38.4 
36.5 
44.3 
39.9 

(B) 
28.7 



27«9 



26.1 
38.0 
20.7 
21.0 
18.6 
13.2 



$10,000 
to 

$14,999 



20.6 



20.6 
26.1 
21 

21.8 

17 

10.6 



19.4 
16.2 
26 

27.7 
21.2 
26.3 



20. J 



20.5 
26 
21.0 
21.6 
17. 
9. 7 



19.8 
17.0 
26.4 
28.3 
20.7 
24.6 



23.3 



24.9- 
27.6 
24.5 
24.4 
'28.0 
21.7 



15.9 
4.9 
22.8 
23.4 

(r 

33.3 



24^2 



26.2 
26.4 
27.7 
29.0 
20.6 
21.3 



10. 1 
4.6 

* (B) 
(B) 
(B) 



$15,000 
to 

$19,999 



20«9 



23.1 
22.9 
25.0 
25.6 
21.2 
18.2 



9,1 
5.5 
15.4 
13.7 
19.8 
19.4 



21.0 



23.2 
23.3 
25.3 
25.8 
21.5 
17.6 



9,3 
5.6 
16.7 
14.6 
22.2 
20.6 



-19.4 



22.4 
16.8 
23.4 
23.9 
18.9 
27.2 



5.4 

2,8 
5.5 

7.0* 
(B)- 
13.8 



18.5 



20.2 
16.0 
23.9 
2 3.6 
23,7 
20.6 



5.9 
2.0 

(B) 
<B) 
(B) 
(B) 



$20,000 
to 

$24,999 



14.6 



16.5 
11.2 
18.4 
18.2 
19.2 
20.2 



4.2 
2.2 
6.? 
4*4 
11.3 
14.4 



14.9 



16.8 
11.7 
18.7 
18.5 
19.7 
20.4 



4.3 
• 2.4 
6.5 
4.4 
12.3 
14.4 



IL.l 



12.7 
2.3 

15.4 

16.0 
9.8 

18.7 



3.7 

5.0 
4.4 
(B) 
12.6 



9.5 



10.4 
3.8 
13.6 
13.7 
13.4 
16.7 



2.9 

0.7 
(B) 
(B) 
(B) 

(b) 



$25,000 
to 

$49,999 



18.7 



20.8 

11.2 
19.3 
18.3 
26.4 
40.6 



4.2 
2.2 
5.2 
J«3 
10.7 
16.9 



18.6 



21.5 
11.8 
19.8 
18.6 

42. 1 



4.4 
2,4 
5.8 
3.5 
12.5 
18.6 



12.3 
'3.0 
14.0 
14.2 
12.1 
20.4 



1.4 

0.9 
1.3 
<8) 
6.9 



8.0 



9.0 
2.7 
8:7. 
8.1 
12.4 
23.7 



1.3 

w 

(bJ 

(B) 



$50;000 
or aora 



7.2 



2.6 
2.4 
2.0 
1.4 
5.5 
4.5 



0.5 
0.4 
0.2 
0.2 

1.8 



2.4 



2,7 

2.6 

2. 

1.5 

5,6 

4,6 



2.2 



0.5 



0.6 
0.4 
0.4 
0.3 
1.5 
1.7 



Madinn 
tncoaa 



^dol lara) 



(B) 



0.5 



0.6 
0.6 
0.3 
0. 3 



(B) 
(B) 
(B) 
(B) 



$16,271 



17,656 
14,543 
17,845 
17,570 
20,203 
23,474 



8,028 
^ 6«7ll 
10,443 
9,902 

12,715 
15,680 



16,554 



17,911 
14,«60 
18,040 
17,728 
20,544 
23,972 



8,209 
6,944 
10,757 
10,121 
13,977 
16,455 



I9,28q 



14,634 
10,044 
15,645 
15,785 
13,894 
18^022 



6,193 
4,643 
7,665 
7,599 
(8) 
12,088 



11,969 



12,871 
9,927 
14,235 
14,096 
15,229. 
18.169 



5,842 
4,382 

CB) 
CB) 
(B) 
(B) 



O Kxcludaa aoaalrilinn faallla 
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TABLE 28A. 

Income of Husbands, by Jncome Recipiency of their Wives: March 1977^ 

(Income during 1976) 



IncoM of hu0b«nd 



Total . . ( thousands) 

Percent 

Without Income ^ 

Under $1,000 ^...y. y 

$1,000 to^$l,999 

$2,000 to $2,999 

$3,000 to $3,999 

$4,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $5,99^ 

$6,000 to $6,999 

$7,000 to $7,999 . 

$8,000 to $8,999 

$9,000 to $9,999 

$10,000 to $14,999 

$13,000 and over i 

Median Income of those with 
Income : (dollars) 



All 

husk>«nds 



47,497 
100.0 

^1.0 

o.a 

1.6 
2.8 
4.2 
4.3 
4.6 
4.7 
4.8 
i . 5.0 
4.9 
23.1 
36.4 

$12,307 



Wife 

with 
Income 



31,071 
100.0 




^ $11,609 



7 



Wife 

wl thout 
income 



100.0 

1.0 
0.8 
0.8 
1.8 
2.9 
3.A 
4.2 
4.2 
4.3 
4.2 
4.6 
24.1 
43.6 



$13/751 



TABLE 28B. - 

Income of Wives, by Income Recipiency of their Husbands: March 1977 

(Income during 19 76) ' 



< 



Income of wife 



All 
wives 



Husband 
with 
income 



Husband 
without , 
Income 



Total ■ (thousands) . . 

Percent.. 

Without income 

Under $1,000 

$1,000 to $1,999 > 

$2,000 to $2,999 

$3,000 to $3,999... 

$4,000 to $4,999....... 

$5,000 to $5,999 

$6,000 to $6,-999..i. 

$7,000 to $7,999 

$8,000 to $8,999 

$9,000 to $9,999... 

$10,000 to $14,999. • 

$15^000 and over. ........ ||. 

Hadian income of those with 
iiicome. (dollars) . . 



47,497 
lOO.O 

34.6 
10.5 
10.3 
6.8 
5.7 
4.9 
4.9 
4.4 
3.8 
3. A 
2.4 
6.3 
2.0 



$3,900 



47,035 
100.0 

34.6 
10.6 
10.3 
6.8 
5.7 
4.9 
4.8 
4.4 
3.8 
3.4 

m 

2.0 

$3,888 



463 
100.0 

36.1 
7.1 
8.0 
5.8 
4.5 
5.4 
7.3 
2.6 
5.2 
6.7 

HI- 

2.2 

$5,153 



ERIC 
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TABLE 29. i 
Earningi of ^ift, by Earningi of Husband: March 1977 

' (NUBb«ri In thouiindt. for M#AnlnK of «y«boli, 



B«mlng» of huabftnd 

(1976) 



nigrrl»d* 
oouplo 



Total 
with 



EftrnlnK« of «tf« ( 1976) 



Undvr 
$2,000 



$2,000 
'to 
$4,999 



to 

$9,999 



$10,000 
to 

$14,999 



$1^,000 
And 
ov«r 



•Arninfa 

(doUara) 



/ 



Total 

Without aamlnKa 

With aarnlnga . . • . ; 

UmSar $2,000 ; 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $9,999 

{10,000 to $14,999. ..V 
15,000 and ov»r ^ 

MadlAj) Mmlnca (dollara) 

Parc«ivt dlatributlon of huabanda. 

Without aarnfnia , 

With aAmlnca 

Iftidar $2>000 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $^999 

$10,000 to $14,999 , 

$15,000 and ovar 

I 

Parc«nt« dlatributlon of wivea.... 

Eamlngfl of huaband: 

Without •antlnga ; 

With aAmlnga , 

UfWlar $2,000 .., 

$2,000 to $4,999 

$5,000 to $9,999 f. , 

$10,000 to $14,000.... , 

$15,000 and ovar.. 



47,497 


24,758 


7,034 
40,463 
2,13V 
2,961 
8,633 
11,092 
15,646 
ti2 oil 


1,700 
23,056 
997 
1,735 
5,425 
6,879 
8,023 


100.0 


52.1 


100.0 
100. 0 
100.0 
100.0 
100. 0 
100. 0 

^foo.o 


24.2 
57.0 
46.8 
58.6 
62.8 
62.0 
51.3 


100.0 


100.0 



14.8 
85.2 
4.5 
6.i 
18.2 
23.4 
32.9 



6.9 
93. 1 

4.n) 

7.0 
21.9 
27.8 
32.4 



6,457 

4)4 
6,023 
301 
506 
1,400 
1,563 

$12,574 
13.6 

6.2 
14.9 
14. 1 
17.1 
16.2 
14.1 
14.4 

100.0 



6.7 
93.3 
4.7 
7.8 
21.7 
24.2 
34.9 



6,395 

490 
5,904 
274 
593 
1,530 
1,704 
1,605 
$11,629 

13.5 

7.0 
14.6 
12.9 
'20.0 
17.7 
IS. 4 
11.5 

100.0 



7.7 
92.3 
4.3 
9.3 
23.9 
26.6 
28.2 



8,299 

530 
7,767 
294 
471 
2,058 
2,536 
2,411 
$12,091 

17.5 

7. 5 
19.2 
13.8 
15.9 
23.8 
22.9 
15.4 

100.0 



6.4 
93. 6 
3.5 
5.7 
?4.8 
30.6 
29.1 



2,030 

197 
2,633 
102 
128 
378 
924 
1,102 
$13,634 

6.0 

2.8 
6.5 
4.8 
4.3 
4.4 
8.3 
7.0 

100.0 



7.0 
93.0 
3.6 
4.5 
13.4 
32. 7 
38.9 



777 



49 

728 
27 
39 
58 
151 
455 
♦$15,000 

1.6 

0.7 
1.8 
1.3 
1.3 
0.7 
1.4 
2.9 

100.0 



6.3 
93.7 
3.5 
5.0 
7.5 
19.4 
58.6 



< 



ERIC 
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TABLE 30A. 

Family Characteristics, by Earnings of Husband in (iiarri^-Couple Families in 

which Both Husband and Wife Had Earnings During'1976: March 1977 

■ •• ■ • " • 4f ' . • ■ . 

\ ' '' (^pr BMnlxig of synbola^ aee text) 



Earnings of busbtnd (1976) 



■■ ■ ' ■ 

Subject 






Unde r 


, oou 
to 


$5,000 
to 


' to 


' $15,000 
to 


to 




Median 
earnings 


) ' 
/ 




Total 


$2,000 


$4, 999 


$9,999 




$19,999 




and over 


(dollars) 


s. — J 

AGE OF WIFE 




















*■ 




(thouaanda) . . 


22,443 


947 


1,686 


5,163 


6,763 


' 4,482 


1,868 


1,532 


*12,3e3 




100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 








15.4 


18.4 


27.4 


27.7 


14.5 


7.3 


2.8 


2.3 


' 8,851 






30.3 


21.2 


22.5 


28.7 


35.7 


31.9 


28.6 


24.1 


12,-640 






23.2 


11.3 


13.7 


17,6 


22.2 


^9.6 


33.6 


33.2 


14,414 






20.4 


' 19. 1 


16. 4 


16. 3 


18. 9 


'23. 3 


26. 2 


30. 3 


13,63p 






9.7 


23.2 


16.1 


9.1 


8.4 


7.5 


8.3 


9.7 


10,952 






1.0 


6.9 


3. 9 


0. 5 


0. 3 


0. *♦ 


ft. 5 


0. 


2,718 






36.8 

t 


4A.2 


35.0 


32.8 


34.9 


38.7 


40.5 


42.1 




IVUMBCR OF REIATED CHILDREN 


UMDER 18 
/ 
























100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.6 


r 100.0 


lOO.O 


12,363 






42. 1 




55.0 


45. 1 


Hi. / 


35. 5 


33.2 


38. 7 


11, 390 






22.0 


21.2 


19.8 


23.2 


22.5 


22.0 


20.3 


21.5 


12,254 






21. 3 


11.2 


12. 6 


17. 7 


21.9 


26« 4 


27. 5 


2J.5 


13, 709 






9.3 


5.1 


7.2 


7.9 


8.9 


-11.1 


12.7 


11.0 


13,701 






5.3 


3.1 


5.3 


6.2 


5.0 


5.0 


6.4 


5.2. 


12,228 


OCCUPATION OF WIFE 


\ 
























100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


12,363 






64.7 


52.8 


50.4 


51.8 


65.7 


72.2 


78.9 


87.1' 


13,426 






15.5 


20.1 


19.0 


23.2 


15.4 


11.5 


d.4 


4.2 


10,109 






1.1 


2.9 


3.1 


1.4 


0.8 


0.5 


0.8 


0.3 


8,139 






18. 7 




11 * 6 


Z J. o 


1 a 1 
15. 1 


ICS 




Q A 




YEARS OP SCHOOL COMPLIED BY WIFE 
























100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


, 100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


12,363 




3.0 


6.3 


7.8 


5.3 


2.1 


1.1 


0.7 


0.1 


7,469 






3.9 


8.3 


7.2 


5.6 


3.8 


2.2 


1.1 


0.7 


9,166 


High achool: .1 to 3 yeara 




13.3 


16.3 


18.4 


19.1 


13.5 


9.8 


7.1 


3.0 


10,157 






48.4 


40.3 


42.3 


47.2 


51.4 


53.9 


46.9 


37.2 


12,529 


College: 1 to 3 yeara 




15.9 


1616 


13.9 


12.7 


15.8 


15.8 


20.8 


23.2 


13,257 


4 yeara or m 




15.5 


/ 12.4 


10.5 


10.1 


13.4 


17.4 


23.4 


r 35.8 


15,096 






10.3 


8.0 


7.4 


7.4 


9.4 


11.0 


14.1 


21.9 


14,411 


, ' , 5 yeal^a or 




5.2 


4.3 


3.1 


2.8 


3.9 


6.4 


9.4 


14.0 


16,104 



■ - ' *- 



41 



38 O 

ERIC 
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TABLE 30B. • * / ' 

Family CJiaractflristici, by Earnings of Wife In Married-Couple Families In which 
Both Husband and Wife Had Earnings During 1976: March 1977 

(ror Mining of ^yaboU, Me text > . 



Subject 



Earning* of «lfe (1976) 





Und^r - 
42 OOO 


* 

$2,000 
• to 
4a 999 


^5,000 
to 

$9,999 


$10,000 

; ' to 

$14,999 


$15,000 
to 

$19,999 


$20,000 
to 

$24,999 


$25,000 
and over 




5,730 


5»763 


7,639 


o' 

2,595 


576 


76 


64 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


(B) 


9.3 


11 ;4 


10.7 


9.6 


3.4 


0.5 


- 


' (B) 


29.4 


29.8 


27.9 


30,7 


30.3 


20.0 


21.1 


(B) 


23.1 
<^2.3 


26.0 


22.7 


•21.3 


22.9 


21.7 


31.^ 


(B) 


18.7 


23.1 


22.1 


26.6 


31.6 


23.7 


(B) 


\l 


10.9 


12.4 


14.0 


14.3 


21.9 


22.4 


(B) 




3.2 


3.2 


^ 22.8 






1 .3 


(B) 


39.9 


38.4 


40.0 

> 


39.6 


. 42.1 


47.5 


44.2 


(B) 


100.0 


100,0 


M.100.0 


100.0 


• 100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


(B) 


42.1 


29.7 


38.9 


' 48.7, 


51.3 


63.4 


65.8 


<B) 


22.0 


22.7 


. 22.4 


21.7 


22.4 


15.6 


14.5 


(B) 


21.3 


27 . 0 




18 1 


18.0 


1^.4 


15.8 


(B) 


9.3 


12.7 


10.5 


7!5 


5^6 


4^2 


2.6 


(B) 


5.3 


7-. 9 


6.1 


; 4.0 




. 2.6 


2.6 


(B) 


lop.o 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100 .0 


100 .0 


100 .0 


\Oj 


44.7 


41.0 


39.4 


43.5 


60.2 


70.1 


85.5 


(B) 


45.6 


47.7 


50.5 


47.0 


32.1 


24.3 


10.5 


(B). 


3.0 


5.1 


3.0 


2,1 


- IJ 


1.6 


1.3 


(B) 


6.7 


' 6.1 


7.1 


" 7.3 


6.2 




.2.6 
/ 


(B) 


100.0 


t 

^ ■ 100 ,0 , 


i 

100.0 


100.0 


100 .0 


too.o 


100.0 


(B) 


5.5 


6.8 


7.3 


. 4.9 


2.0 


l.i 


1.3 


(B) 


5.7. 


5.9 ' 


6.8 


5.8 


3.4 


1.9 


9.2 


(B) 


13.7 


.14.2 


IS. 7 


14.2 


'..>'5 . 


4.9 




(B) 


36.8 


37.2 


37.5 


38.5 


32.8 


27.1 


' 14.5' 


• (B) 


17.0 


15.5 


15.9 


18.2 


18.5 


22.2 


19.7 


(B) 


21.2 


20*4 


I6.'8 


is.y 


33.9 


' 42.5 


56.6 


(B) 


11.6 


11 .3 


9.4' 


10.9 


.17l2 


.19.3 


13.2 


(B) 


9.6 


9.1. 


7.4 


. 7.7 


16.6 


23.4 


44.7 


(B) 



earnings 

(dollars) 



A<B OF HUSBAND 



Total (thousands) . 

Fsrcent 



14 to 24 ysars . . • . 
25 to 34 yesrs.... 
35 to 44 years .... 
45 to ^ jresrs. . .. 
55 to 64 jresrs. . 
65 3r«srs and over. 
Median age 



NUHBZR OF RKLATSD CHtlARIN UNDER 18 



Percent 
No children 

1 child 

2 childMD 

3 children 

4 or more children. 



OCCUPATION OF ilUSBAND 



l%rcent 

White collar workers. 
Blue collar workera*. 

Pmna workera 

Service vorkera 



YEARS OF SCHOOL OOMPIfTXD BY 



hJIbakd 



^rcept 
BleMentary: 

Hi^h school: 

College : 



rvevava m w w w w w ■ w w m m w 

Less than 8 years. 
8 years. ..... 

1 to 3 years. 
4 years. ...... 

1 to 3 years . 
4 yesri or nore. 

4 yoars. . . . . .. ^ 

5 years or nore. 



^4,852 



3,842 
4.953 
4,521 
5,216 
5,501 
3,801 



4,852 
5,883 
4,690 
3,871, 
3,374 
3.157 



4.852 
5.548 
4i436 
2,774 
4,936 



4.852 

3.364, 

4.336. 

4.408 

4,759 

5,353 

5.907 

5,722 

6.148 



42 



ERIC 
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Occiq»atioiis of 
flasbaiids and 
Wives 



The i«rrge$t differences between the occupational distribu- 
tfons of employed husbands and wives wer^ found' among 
professional managerial, clerical, craft, and service workers 
(figure* 6). For example, whereas 17 percent of, employied 
husbands were In the managerial category- and 23 percent 
were craft workers (carpenters, mechanics, etc.), the corre- 
sponding proportionls fbr empl'oyedWives were 6 percent and 
2 percent respectively. |IV contrast, high concentrations of 
employed vvives were found in clericar(36 percent) or service 
positions (16 percent). The comparable proportion of 
hu^ands in these categoVies was only 6 percent . and. 7 
percent respectivefy. Rerhaps it >sh6lild b^ noted that the 
seryice«cat(Bgory inc)ude& not only work in private house- 
))olds, but al$o a wide range of food, health, custodial, and 
protective sen*ices. V 



' Men with^mployed wives (table 31) were som.ewhat more 
likely to do white-collar work (47 percent) than men Whose 
wives were not gainfully employed oUtsfde the home (42 
percent). The men whose wives are employed are more, 
likely than others to have married womenAwith a high school 
diploma or a college degree .which made them more 
employKbje. Despite the ciifferences in the occupational 
distributions of husbands and twives, .many" dual-career 
couples have similar occupations.^ In nearly 1 vbf every 5 
marriM couples, both the husband and wife were-in the same 
occup^tionai. group. For instance^ about 35 percetft. of the 
marrie^cl yypmen wortcJng -ih prof eissional positions and 30 
percent of those in managerial occupations had a hullMlWI 
employed in the samS^ respective category. Among^ the smalf 
number of wbmisn ernployed as far^ji w^kers, twp-thi^rds had 
a husband vvho also work'ed on a farm (table 32). . 



FIGURES. — 
Occupational Distribution of 
Husbands and Wlvo|gp||rch 1977 

Percent 




Husbands 
Wives 




Profes* 
slonai 



Mana- 
gerial 



Sales Clerical Craft Operatives Service Farm 
Glass of worker 



Other 
laborers 



TA&LE 31 . 

Occupation Grpup of Employed Husbands, by Employment 
Status of Wives: March 1977 . 



Occupation husband 



All" 

employed 
husbands 


Emproyed 

employed 
wives 




'if. 007 
JO 9 


T Q 19 9 
10 9 1 




inn n 




1 nn n 


Id •o 


ID • 0 




1 / 


17 7 

If • / 




6.2 


6.7 


5i8 


5.6 


6.1 


5,2 


22.6 


21 .4 




17.6 


17.4 


0 17.8 


6.6 


6.6 


I 6.5 


3.9 


2.9 


J 4.8 


4.7 


4.5 


4.9 




1 » V a 





Total* (thousands^ . . 

. . Percent, total ; • • 

Professional 9 technical, and kindred workers. 

Managers and administrators » except farm 

Sales workers •••••••••••••• • 

Clerical and kindred workers • • • > 

Craft and kindred workers 

^Operatives • • • • • • • • . 

Service 'workers .••••••*••••«• • ; i. • . 

Farm workers • • 

other laborers • ... I • • • . 



/ 



^Excludes husbands u^der 16 years old. 

TABLE 32. ^ . " 
Occupational Distribution of Employed Wives, by Employmenit Status 
.and Occupation Grouj} of Husbands: March 1977 



(For BBintng of aynboti , a«« 'text> 



Biplo3nient atatua and occupation 
^group of husband 



All narrlsd- 
coupla 
fuillleM 
jrith em- 
ployed wlvei 



Occupation group .of wife 



Profaaaional. 

technical'; 
and kindred 



Mttnagarp 

uid adaln* 

except 
farn 



Sales 
vorker* 



Cn^rical 
■and 
kindred 
worker ■ 



Crmft 
And 
kindred 
workera 



Opera-" 
tivea 



Service 
workera 



Para 

workara, 



Other 
laborera 



Total (thoutanda) 

. Percent. ... k ... • 

Ih. labor f orcfe . . | J . . , 

Gnployad 

9rof0»ionat , technical and kindred 

Managera uid adainlatrntora, except fern. 

■ Selea workera 

Clerical and kindred workera....' 

Craft and kindred workera 

Opera tivea 

~ Service workera . .~ 

Fan workara 

OtHar laborera 

^'Uneaployed. '....* 

Arwflid Forcea ' 

Not in labor force. 



20,054 
, 100.0 
91.6 
86.9 
14.6 
15.4 
5.8 
5.3 
18.6 
15.1 
5.7 
2.5 
3.9 
■ t 
3.5 
1.2 
8.4 



1.566 
100.0 
93.7 
90.1 
34.5 
19.7 
6.3 
4.9 
10.3 
7.0 
4.0 
1.7 
1.7 

2.4 
1.2 
6.3 



1,260 
100.0 
89.0 
86.5 
16.2 
30.2 
7.9 
4.7 
13.1 
7.0 
4.0 
.1.5 
1 .7 

2.0 
6.6 
11.0 



1.346 
100.0 
91.4 
S7.1 
13.4 
19.6 
10.7 
4.3 
19.7 
10.7 
■3.7 
■ 1.9 
.3.2 

1.9 
2.5 
8.6 



7,395 
100.0 
94.3 
89.4 
14.1 
17.7 
7.6 
6.8 
20.8 
13.0 
' 5.1 
1.2 
'3.1 

3.6 
1.3 

5 ..7 



341 
100.0 
91.2 
.87.4 
8.8 
11.4' 
6.2 
3.5 
22.3 
22.0 
5.3 
2.1 
' 5.6 

3.8' 



2,698 
100.0 
88.7 
82.8 
3.4 
6.1 
1.6 
3.9 
23.4 
'29.7 
5.8 
2.4 
6.5 

5.2 
0.8 
11.3 



3.818 
100.0 
87.4 
81.8 
6.5 
8.7 
2.9 
4.8 
20.1 
20.0 
10. 1 
2.6 
6.3 

4.5 
1.1 
12.6 



236 
100.0 
92.8 
91.5 
3.8 
3.0 
1.7 
0.8 
5.9" 
5..1 
2.5 
65.7 
2.1 

0.8 

7.7 



193 
100.0 
91.2 
86.5 
3.6 
6.7 
1.0 
1.6 
/26.9 
'29.0 
3.6 
1.0 
12.4 

3.6 
•1.0 
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Source and 
Reliability of 
tlie Estimate 



Source of Data 



Most of the estimates in this report are based oh data ob- 
tained from the Current Population Survey '(CPS) of the 
Bureau of the Censii^. Some data/as footnoted in the tables/ 
vvere obtained from the 1970 Census of Population, Brief 
descriptions of the sources from and, procedures by which 
data, were obtained are presented below. ' 




Current Popujation Survey (pPS). The^Sf^ estimates in 
- this report are based on data obtained annually in March of 
1970 through 1977. The monthly CPS deals mainly with 

' labor ^force data for the civilian nohinstitutional population^ 
Questions relating to labor force participation are asked 
about each member 14 years /^Id and older in each sample 
household. In addition, supolementary questions are asked 

^ each March about househola and family characteristics. In 
order to pt?tain more reliable' data' for the Spanish origin 
><^ population, the M^rch CPS sample was enlargeci to include all 



Jj^^useholds from the November 1976 sampie which con- 
tained at least one person of Spanish origin. ' 

'The present CPS sample was initially selected from the 
1970 census ftle and is updated cdntinuously to reflect new 
construction where possible (see section, "Nonsarnpling 
Variability/' below). The monthly CPS sample is spread over 
461 areas with coverage in each of the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia. A supplementary sample of housing 
units in 24 States and the District of Columbia was in- 
corporated with the mbnthly CPS isample to produce the 
March 1977 household and family data. The expanded CPS 
sample is located in 614 areas comprising 1,113 Counties, 
independent cities, and divisions in the nation. The 614 
sample areas used in March include 461 areas* from the 
monthly CPS and 153 supplementary areas. 

Samples for previous sample designs were selected from 
' files from, the most recently completed census. The following 
table prjbvides a description of some aspects of the CPS 
sample designs in use during the referenced data coMection 
periods. 



Description of the Current Population Survey 



Time period 



Number of 
sample 
areas ^ 



Households eligible 



Interviewed 



Not 
Interviewed 



-Housing units 
vlsltedj not 
eligible^ 



Supplemental sample. i*.. 

August 1972 to presept. 

August 1971 to JulyTl>972 

Januiary 1967 to July 1971... 



153 
461 
449 
449 



, 8,500 
^45,000 
45,000 
48,000 



500 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 



1,500 
8,000 
8,000 
8,500 



^These areas were chosen , to. provide coverage In each State and the District of Columbia with 
the exception of the supplemental sample used for March 1977 data. 

^These are housing units which were visited, but were found to be vacant or otherwise not 
eligible for- Interview. . > ~ ! 
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The estimatmg procedure used for the monthly CPS datrf" 
involves the inflation of weighted sample -results to ITide- 
pendent estimates of the civilian honinstitutional population 
^ of the Ontted States by age, race, and sex. These independent 
estimates were based on statistics from decennial censuses; 
statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and 
statistics qn the strength of the Armed Forces. For this 
report, persons in the Armed Forces living off post or with 
their families on post 'were alsoUncluded. The estimation 
procedure for the data in the report also involved a further 
adjustment so that husband and wife' of a household received 
the same weight. v 

Decennial Census of P9pulation. . DeS^nniaf census data for 
1970 in this report, as footnoted, arts based on a 5-percent 
sample. Descriptions of the samples can be found in the . 
appropriate census publications. 

Reliability of the Estimates 

Since the CPS estimates in thi^ report were based on a 
sample, they may differ somewhat from .the figures that 
would have been obtained if a complete census had been 
taken using the same schedules, instructions, and enu- 
merators. There are two types of errors possible irt an 
estimate bas^d on a sample s^urvey— sampling and non- 
sampling. The standard errors provided for this report 
primarily indicate the magnitude ^ of the sampling errors. 
They 'also partially measure the effecjt of some nonsampling 
errors In response and enumeration,"Dut ido not measure any 
systematic biases in the data. The fufl extent of the 
nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular care 
should be exercised in the interpretation of figures based on • 
a relatively small number of cases or on small differences 
between estimates. . 

> 

Nonsainpling Variability. Nonsampling errors can be at- 
tributed to many sources, e.g., ina'bility to obtain informa- 
tion about all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, 
differences in the interpretation of questions, inability or 
unwillingness to provide correct information on the. part of 
respondents, inability to recall information, errors made in 
collection such as in recording or coding the data, errors 
made in processing the data, errors made in estimating values 
for missing data, and failurie to represent all units with the 

. sample. (undercoverage). , • 

Un^iercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing 
units and missed persons within sample h6useholds. Overall 
undercoverage, as compared to the level of the decennial 

;census, ts about 5 percent. It is known that CPS under- 
coverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally, under- 
coverage is larger for males than for females and larger for 
Blacks and other races thanAfor Whites. Ratio estimation to 
independent age-sex-raqe population controls, as described 
previously, partially corrects for the bias due to survey 
undercoverage.. However, biases exist in the estimates to the 
extent that rjitssed persons in missed households or missed 
persons In interviewed households have different charac- 
teristics than interviewed persons in the same age-sex-race 
group. Further, the. independent population controls used 
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have not been adjusted for undercoverage in the 1970 census, 
^hich was estimated at 2.5 percent of the population, with 
Similar undercoverage differentials by age^ sex, and I'a'ce as in 
CPS. ' 

;The approximate magj^tude of the two sources of 
undercoverage of housing units is known. Of the 83,000,000 
housing units in the U.S. about 600,000 new construction- 
housing units other than mobile homes are nOt represented in 
the CPS sample because they were assigned building permits 
prior to January 1970, but building was not completed by 
the time of'the census, (i,e., April 1970). Almost all con- 
ventional new construction, for which building permits 
were issued after 1969, is represented. About 290,000 
occupied mobile; homes are not represented in CPS; these 
units were either missed iri the census or have b^en built or 
occupied since tht census. These estimates of' missed units 
are relevant to the present sampl:e only and not to earlier 
designs where the extent of undercoverage was generally less. 
The extent of other sources of undercoverage of housing 
units is unknown but believed to be small. 

Sampling Variability. The standard errors given in the fol- 
lowing tables are primarily measures of sampling variability, 
that is, of the variations that occurred by chance because a 
sample rather than the entire population was surveyed. The 
chances are about 68 out of 100 th^t an estimate from the 
survey differs from a complete census figure by less than 
the standard error. The chances are about 90 out of 100 
that this difference would be less than 1.6 times the standard 
error and about 95 biJt of 100 that the difference would be 
less than twice the standard error. 

All the statements of comparison appearing in the text are 
significant at a 1.6 standard error level or better, and most 
are significant at a level of more than 2.0 standard errors. 
This means that for most differences cited in the text, the 
estimated difference is greater than twice the standard error 
of the difference. Statflments of comparison qualified in 
sorne way (e.g., by use otf the phrase, "some evidence") have 
a level of significance between 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors. 

Comparability With Other Data. Caution should be used 
in comparing estimates from 1977, when the expanded 
sample was used, to those from 1976 and earlier years. Some 
relatively large differences in estimates of population in 
metropolitan and nonmetrbpolitan areas have been observed 
between the 461 and 614 area samples. These differences 
reflect a relatively large increase in variance on those esti- 
mates and do not represent actual changes in the population. 

Note When Using Small Estimates. Summary measures 
(such as averages and percent distributions) are shown in the 
report only when the base of the measure is 75,000 or 
greater.. Because of the large standard errors involved, there is 
little chance that summary measures would reveal useful 
information when computed on a smaller base. Estimated 
numbers are shown, however, even though the relative 
standard errors of these numbers are Jarger than those for 
corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates are pro- 
vided primarily to permit such combinations of the cate- 
gories as serve each user's need. 
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Standard Errors for Data Based op the Decennial Census. 

Sampling errors on all data from the 5-percent sample of the 
1970 decennial census ^hown In this report are small enough 
to be disregarcjed. However, the standard errors may be 
found in the appropriate census volumes. 

'■*."*'■' - '■ 

Standard Error Tables ai^ Their Use. In order to derive 
standard errors that would be applicable to a large number of 
estimates** and could be prepared at a moderate cost, a 
number of approximations were required. Therefore, instead 
of providing ah individual standard error for each estimate, 
generalized sets of standard errors are provided for various 
types of characteristics. As a result, the sets of standard 
errors provided give an indication of the order of magnitude 
of the standard error of an estimate rather than the precise 
standard error. 

The figures in tables A-1 ^and A-2 provide approximations 
to standard errors of estimated numbers and estimated 
percentages. Standard errors for intermediate values not 
shown in the generalized tables of standard errors may be 
approximated by linear interpolation. Estimated standard 
errors for specific characteristics cannot be obtained from 
tables A*1 or A*2 without the use of factors In table A-S. 
These factors must be applied to the generalized standard 
errors in order to adjust for the combined effect of sample 
design and estimating procedure on the value of the 
characteristic. 

Two parameters (denoted "a" and "b") are used to cal- 
culate standard errors for each type of characteristics; they 
ate presented in table A-4. These parameters were used 
to calculate the standard errors in tables A-1 arid A-2 and to 
calculate the factors in table A'3. They also may be used to 
directly calculate the standard errors for estimated numbers 
and percentages. Methods for direct computation are given in 
the following sections. 



Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers. The approximate 
standard error, a^, of an estimated number shown in this 
report can be obtained in two ways. It may be (^tained by 
use of the formula ^ 

. t Oy = fa (1) 



where f fs the appropriate factor from table A-3, and o is the 
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation 
from table A-1. Alternatively, standard errors may be, ap- 
proximated by formula (2) from which theaStandardjejrprs 



were calculated in table A-1 . Use of this formula will provide 
more accurate results than the use of for^mula (1) above. 



/ax* +bx 



(2) 



Here x is the size of the estimate and a and b are the para- 
meters in table A4 associated with^e particular tvpe of 
characteristic. v 



Standard .Errors of Estimated Percentages. The reliability 
of an estimate percentage, jcomputed using sample data for 
both numerator and denominator, depends upon both the 
^ size of the percentage and the size of ^e total upon which 
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the percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively 
more reliable than the ^corresponding estimates of the 
numerators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages 
are 50 percent^ or more. When the numerator and denomi- 
nator of the percentage are in different categories, use the 
factor or .parameters from table A-3 or A-4 indicated by the 
numerator. The approximate standard error, o (x,p)« of an 
estimated percentage can be obtained by use of the formula 



^(x,p) 



= fa 



In this formula f is the appropriate factpr from table A-3, ^ 
^nd o is the standard error on the estimate fr^m tabib A*2. 
Alternatively, standard^ .err4|rs may be *apprQximated by 
formula (4), from which standard errors in table A-2 were 
calculated; direct computaKon will give more accurate results 
than use of the standard error tables and the factors. 



(x,p) ^ 



P (100 ~p) 



14) 



4: 



Here x is the size of the' subclass 'of persbns or famittec \^iqh 
isy the base of the percentage, p is the percentage 
(0< p<^100), and b is the parameter in table A-4 associ- 
ated with the particular type of characteristic in the nu- 
merator of the percentage. 

Standard Error ^f a Difference. For a difference between 
two sample estimates, the standard error Js approximately 
equal to " 



Mx-y) =^ 



'(5) 



where and Oy are the standard errors of the estimates x 
and y; the estimates can be of numbers, percents, ratios, etc. 
This will represent the actual standard errors quite accurately 
for the difference between two estimates of the same 
characteristic in two different areas, or for the difference 
between separate and uncbrrelated characteristics in the same 
area. If, however, there is a high positive correlation between 
the two characteristics,' the formula will overestimate the 
true standard error. 

Standard Error of a Ratio. Certain mean values for persons' 
in families shown in the tables of this report were calculated 



as the ratio of two numbers. For example, the mean number 
of persons per family is calculated as . 

X _ total number of persons in families 
y total number of families 

Standard errors for these means may be approximated as 
shown betow. There are two cases to consider. In either case, 
the denominator y represents a count of families of a certain 
dass, and the numerator x represents a count of persons with 
the characteristic under consideration who are members of 
these families. 

4. ' , 
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Cm 1: There is at least one person having the charac- 1.^ 
teristic in every family of the class: as for ex*' ^ 
ample, the mean rkimber of persons per family. 
vFor ratios of this^ kind,, the standard error is 
approximated by t^e following formula;- 

The standard error of the estimated number of 
families, Oy, antf the standard error of the 
estimated number of persons with the charac- 
teristics in those families, a^, may be calculated 
by |he methods described above/ In formulaM6), 
p represents the correlation coefficient between 
the numerator and the den^rlsinator of the 
estimate. In the above examples, and for other 
ratios of this kind^ use 0.7 as an estimate of p- 

Case 2 1 The number of persons having the characteristic 
in a given ifamily may be 0, 1, 2, 3, or more: for 
example, the mean number of pfersons under 18 
years of age. For- ratio of this kind the standard 



^ %rror ^s approximated by formula (6) but p is 

assumed to be zero. If p is actually positive, then 
this procedure will provide an overestimate of 
the standard error of the ratio: 

Standard Error of a Median. The sampling variability bf an 
estimated median depends upoh'ttiejorm of the di^ri button 
as well & the size of its base. An approximated method for 
measuring ^e reliability of a median is to determine an 
interval about the estimated median, such that there is a 
stated degree, of confidence that the median based on a 
complete census lies within the interval, the folkiwing 
procedure may be used to estimate the 68-percent con- 
fidence limits of a median based on sample data, 

1. Determine, lising the standard ^rror tables and factors 
or formula (4), the standard error of the estimate of 
50 percent from the distribution. 

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard 
error determined in step <1 ). 

3. Using the distribution of the characteristicf; calculate . 
the confidence interval corresponding to the two 

joints established in step (2). 
A K-percent confidence interval may be determined by 
finding the values corresponding to 50 percent plus and 
minus twice the standard error determined in step (1). 




JABLE A^l. 

Standard Errors jbf Estimated Numbers 

(68 chances out of 100. Numbers in thousands) 



Size of estimate 



Standard error 



Size of estimate , 



Standard 



ror 



25.... 
50.... 
100... 
250... 
500... 
1,000. 
2,500. 



10. 
15 
21 
33 
46 
65 
103 



5,000.. 
10,000. 
15,000, 



25,000. . 
50,000.. 
100,000. 



14^ 
201 
243 

306 

403- 

475 



NotW: For a particular characteristic," see table A-3 for the appropriate factor to apply to' 
the above standard errors. 



TAB ME A-2. M 
Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages > 

/ (68 chances out of 100) 

: : 



/ Base of estimated 

' peccentage (thousands) 



Estimated percentage 



1 or 99 



2 or 98 



5 or 95 



10 or 90 



25 or 75 



100 

250 

500 

1,000... 
2,500... 
5,000... 
10,000.. 
15,000.. 
25,000.. 
50,000.. 
100,000. 




2.4 

2.0 

1.3 

0.9 

0.6 

0.4 

0.3 

0.2 

0.2 

0.13 

0.09 

0.06 



3.3 
2.9 
.1.8 
1.3 
0.9 
0.6 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.2 
0.13 
0.09 



5.2 
4.5 
2.8 
2.0 
1.4 
0.9 
0.6 
0.4 
0.4 
0.2 
0.3 
0.14 



7.1 
6.2 
3.9 
2.8 
2.0 
1.2 
0.9 
0.6 
0.5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 



10 
8 
5 
4 
2 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 



.3 
.9 
.6 
.0 
.8 
.8 
.2 
.9 
.7 
.6 
.4 
.3 



Note: For a particular characteristic, see table A-3 for the appropriate fac.tor to apply to 
'the abfove standard errors. . 
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TABLE A-3. 

Factorj^p be Applied to Generalized Standard Errors in Tables A-1 and A-2 

. .1 . (FJpr dieaning of symbols, see text) 





CPS data collected January 1967 


to present 


Characteristics 




Persons • 




Families 




Total or 
White 


Black 


Spanish 
origin 


To^al or 
White 


Black 


Spanisl^ : 
origin 


Total United States 












1 




1.0 


1.3 




0.6 


0.5 


0.6 


Residence: Regional or metro- 


1.0 


1.3 


1,4 


0.7 


0,8 


0,8 


Education, tenure, employment 


• • • 




• • • 


0,6 


0,5 


0.6 



^For metropolitanrnonmetropolitan data cross-tabulart^d with this characteristic, multiply the 
factor of interest in this row by 1.4. 



TABLE A-4. 

"A" and 'V' Parameters for Estimated Numbers and Percentages of Persons or Families 

(For meaning of symbol9» see text) 



J 



Characteristic 



TOTAL POPUIATION* 
Family 



Persons 



Total or White 

Black and other races. 
Spanish origin. 



Residence: Regional, or metro-* 
. poll tan -nonmetro pel i tan 



Total or White 

Black and other races. 
S pan jgfh origin,. 



Education^ tenure^ employment 
status^ and occqpation^ 



Total or White 

Black and other races. 
Spanish origin 



I 

-0'. 000020 
-0.000308 

-^a^0044. 



Families 



4,253 
7,402 



-O.POOOlO 
-0.000087 
-0*000020 



-0.000016 
-0.000178 



-0.000010 
-0.000087 
^0.000020 




^Fpr metropolitan-nonmetropolitan data cross-tabUlated with another characteristic, multiply 
that characteristic's parameters by 2.0. * 
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WORl. JSS^ I^CIWIOGRAPHIC MAPS 



These three maps provwvoDviii^*P®J>|«c data on fertility, population growth, and 
mortality patterns of ^*<tf^J^JJ^- They were developed by the International 

Statistical Programs Cer*--™''*'''^'^^ ^- - - ^ ' « — — ^ 

Agency for Internationa 
i$ printed in colorl 




SDevel Census Bureau for the Office of Population 
oiial ^ ^P'nent. Each map measures 10% x 16 inches and 



^^Vorld Fertility Pfettem, 1972. 

<iSP.WCF-72) Births per 1,000 
population are indicated for 
«ach country. Four separate 
'i^ones of red ^d yellow show 
i«vel$ of fertility. 



00 



bJF^ IV)pulation Grawth 
An\^^^ 1972. (ISP.WCd.72) 
growvifi^ ^^^^ °^ population 
the^^ *s shown by percent for 
jgp^^^f^trles of the world/Four 
veflo^^* tones of blue and 
^ show levels of growth. 

priced at 25 cwit»* 



World Mortality PMtern, 197Z 

(ISP.WCM-72) Deaths per 1^000 
population are indicated for 
each country. Three separate 
tones of brown and yellow show 
levels of morlSlity/ 



«Ch alone this dotted line) 



. Enttrr»*inib«rof copiw 

_Wor#^ »^«ltv PMtsm^ 1872 at 25 centi 
_jJjQfi^-^o puligo« Growth Patternt. 1972 at 
.'Wori^ ^^omilty Pmmm, 1972 at 25 cents 
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